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For Sion’s sake I will not hold my Peace, and for the sake of Jerusalem I will not rest until the 
Just ONE comes forth as BriGHTNEss, and her Saviour be lighted as a LAaMp.—Isaias xu, 1. 
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Holy Father Imparts 
Apostolic Benediction 
ey 


Apostolic Delegation 
United States of America 
Washington, D. C. 


December 8, 1944 ¢& 
The Very Reverend Raphael Grande, 
Superior General, Franciscan Friars of eo “Atonement 
Graymoor, Garrison, New York 
Very Reverend and dear Father General: 

I am indeed pleased to inform you that as you prepare to hold 
the annual Church Unity Octave in this coming month of January, 
our Most Holy Father has very graciously deigned to impart to you, 
to all of your Religious who are devoting themselves to this work, and 
to all who will participate in the ceremonies and prayers of the 
Octave his special Apostolic Benediction.. As I convey to you this 
august message of the Sovereign Pontiff, I wish to offer you my own 
personal good wishes and the assurance of my prayers for God’s bless- 
ing on the Octave. It is most heartening and encouraging to know 
of the great expansion which has characterized the influence of the 
Church Unity Octave in these recent years, and we can only rejoice 
that at a time when the world is experiencing so sorely the need of 
unity, so many fervent prayers are rising to the Throne of God to 
obtain the priceless grace of that unity of faith which, in the Provi- 
dence of God, must be the foundation of any attempt to insure unity 
of aim and action among all men. 





Sincerely yours in Christ, 
% AMLETO GIOVANNI CICOGNANI, 
Archbishop of Laodicea 
Apostolic Delegate. 
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By Reverend Dunstan Donovan, S.A. 
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Church Unity Octave and those who devote 

themselves to its propagation by our Holy 
Father, Pope Pius XII, as set forth on the preceding 
page in a letter of His Excellency, the Apostolic Dele- 
gate to the United States, Most Reverend Amleto 
Giovanni Cicognani, gives eloquent evidence of the 
paternal solicitude of our reigning Pontiff for those 
separated from the Unity 


Tic Apostolic Benediction bestowed upon the 


been commissioned to feed the sheep of Christ, to 
nourish them with the truth of the God-given doctrines 
by which men must be saved. If there have been 
individuals among the long line of successors to Saint 
Peter who have seemed complacent about a divided 
Christendom history has failed to record their names. 
Had there been such a Pope he would but serve as a 
contrast to his predecessors and successors in that holy 

office, who lived up fully 





- of Christ’s Flock. Prayer 
for their conversion, prayer 
in which members of the 
Church throughout the 


The Church Unity Octave Fynn 


to the sacred obligations 
imposed upon them. For 
the welfare of those who 
have been regenerated in 





world will join, offered dur- 
ing a period when strife and 
destruction seem triumph- 
ant everywhere, is encour- 


the saving waters of Bap- 
tism, but who have been 
rebellious or misled into 
paths of isolation must 





aged by the sanction and 
blessing of the present 
Holy Father, who — more 





indeed weigh heavily on the 
true representatives of the 
Good Shepherd on earth. 





than any other man in the 


To urge prayers for the 





world — understands the 
dire consequences of dis- 
ruption and enmity among 


winning back of the stray- 
ing sheep has been but a 
small part of their efforts in 





Christians. Those who have 
kept the Octave in the past 
will rejoice to hear that the 





Thy saa Faith she keeps,like saintsof old. O 


the direction of restoring 
unity, as the glorious his- 
tory of the Papal See so 





voice of the Vicar of 
Christ, which has pleaded 
time and again to the whole 





eloquently shows. 
But the unity for which 
the Popes have constantly 





world that it not forget 
Christ’s teachings in regard 
to mercy and to justice in 
spite of the turmoil of the 
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striven has ever been a 
unity that is in full con- 
formity with Our Saviour’s 
Will, with no concessions 








times, is lifted once again 
to encourage prayer in 
union with the prayer of Christ “that all may be one”. 
In God’s Providence, many of those who have not so 
far been attentive to the Octave call, will respond to 
it this year that the volume of prayers and good works 
for the cause of Christian Unity be swelled, that men 
and women of every land be brought closer to the 
sheepfold of the Saviour, which is the Catholic Church. 

Concern for the plight of those who wander apart 
from the great body of the Church as divinely estab- 
lished on earth, has always characterized the Vicars 
of Christ to whom He entrusted the earthly govern- 
ment of His Church. Like Saint Peter, they too have 





to error or to doubt. The 
Vicar of Christ, enthroned 
as the guardian of the deposit of Faith, must ever 
be watchful lest infectious denials of important truths 
endanger the holiness of the Church, the Bride of 
Christ. The Holy Spirit has promised guidance and 
protection in a special way to the Holy Father, and 
comes to his aid whenever it is necessary to define 
matters of moment that are essential to salvation. Infal- 
libility, a prerogative that no other individual on earth 
enjoys, protects the solemn proclamations of the Father 
of Christendom. If there are those who willfully refuse 
to obey his decrees, the Sovereiegn Pontiff cannot 
descend to compromise. The sanctity of his office 
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forbids him; the content of the faith must be preserved 
whole and entire no matter what the cost. 

However much the Popes may have grieved to see 
nations wrested from the faith, as happened in the 
eleventh and again in the sixteenth centuries, they 
were powerless to yield to concessions in matters of 
faith. As in the dim recesses of the past, when the 
Arian malcontents claimed allegiance to the Church 
but rejected Christ’s divinity, it was of obligation for 
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the feelings of the great masses of the people, who 
were wrested from the unity of Christ’s Mystical Body 
by their ambitious prelates and princes. But once 
schism had begun, it was necessary that the Popes 
make clear that disobedience to the Holy See brought 
with it penalties of spiritual importance. No restora- 
tion of unity could be tolerated that would compromise 
the divinely-ordained authority of the Holy See. 

It is important to recall that in the Reunion Councils 


the Holy Father to de- 
clare that they were no 
longer of the household 
of the faith. Even 
though the rebellious 
Arians succeeded for a 
time in winning a follow- 
ing that outnumbered 
those who remained 
faithful, the true unity 
of the Church was pro- 
tected by the zeal and 
watchfulness of the 
Bishops of Rome. They 
reiterated pleas for a re- 
turn to the faith, but 
never promised or held 
forth the possibility of 
anything but a true 
Catholic Unity, in which 
all the teachings of 
Christ would be em- 
braced. 


Though so far no one 
has written a complete 
history of Photius and 
his successors as Patri- 
archs of Constantinople, 
which ultimately led 
to the separation of the 
Catholic nations of the 
East, it is known that the 
rivalry and unchristian 
jealousy on the part of 
many who provoked the 
troubles was not at all 
one-sided. 

These problems con- 
cerned adherents of 








Form of Prayer Decreed by Pope Benedict XV. 
TO BE RECITED DAILY DURING THE OCTAVE 


Antiphon. That they all may be One, as Thou, 
Father in Me and I in Thee; that they also may be one 
in Us; that the world may believe that Thou hast sent 
Me.—St. John xvii: 21. 

V. I say unto thee thou art Peter; 

R. And upon this Rock I will build My Church. 


Prayer 


O Lord Jesus Christ, Who saidst unto Thine Apostles: 
Peace I leave with you, My Peace I give unto you; regard 
not our sins, but the faith of Thy Church, and grant 
unto her that peace and unity which are agreeable to 
Thy will. Who livest and reignest God forever and 
ever, world without end. Amen. 


The Daily Intentions 


Jan. 18. Feast of St. Peter’s Chair at Rome. The re- 
turn of all the “other sheep” to the one Fold of Saint 
Peter, the One Shepherd. 

Jan. 19. The return of all Oriental Separatists to 
Communion with the Apostolic See. 

Jan. 20. The submission of Anglicans to the author- 
ity of the Vicar of Christ. 

Jan. 21. That the Lutherans and all other Protes- 
tants of Continental Europe may find their way “Back 
to Holy Church.” 

Jan. 22. That Christians in America may become one 
in communion with the Chair of St. Peter. 

Jan. 23. The return to the Sacraments of lapsed 
Catholics. 

Jan. 24. The conversion of the Jews. 

Jan. 25. Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul. The 
Missionary conquest of the world for Christ. 








of Lyons and Florence, 
whose decrees were ac- 
cepted for a time by all 
the nations of the Ortho- 
dox world, no theologian 
dared to present any 
argument against the 
authority of the See of 
Peter. All that was 
asked for was the privi- 
lege of returning to 
Catholic Unity on the 
terms that were in effect 
when the schism was be- 
gun. Nor did the Vicar 
of Christ tamper in any 
way with the ritual and 
customs of the Eastern 
Church, since these did 
not detract from the pur- 
ity of Catholic teaching 
and were hallowed by 
the centuries. The chiet 
cause of the failure of 
both these Councils was 
not the apathy of the 
Popes, but the lack of 
desire for true Unity on 
the part of Latins as well 
as Greeks. Sincere 
prayer for the success of 
the Union would appear 
to have been forgotten 
on both occasions, at 
least on a widespread 
scale. 


The Popes who were 
faced with the great 
problems brought to a 


the faith who possessed the treasures of a history 
and culture that was more glorious in many ways 
than that of the Catholic countries of the West. The 
Popes of the times strove valiantly to prevent the final 
rupture. Many of the unfortunate happenings of the 
period took place without the full knowledge or 
consent of the reigning Pontiffs, who were far re- 
moved from the centers in which differences had flared 
into open rebellion. Often their legates were not the 
wisest and most prudent of men. No one consulted 


head by the continental Reformers of the sixteenth 
century, and by the sovereigns of England a few years 
later, were saddened by the plight of those who were 
enmeshed by the errors of the “new teaching”. But 
not a single one of them hesitated to make clear what 
the Catholic teaching was on the disputed points, and 
to point out further that no Catholic was free to think 
he could be neutral in such discussions. Ever since, 
appeals to Protestants to reconsider and accept the 
faith that Christ had come on earth to reveal have gone 
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out in vain from the Apostolic See, but never once has 
the least hint been made that the Catholic Church 
might adapt its teachings to make them more accept- 
able to other Christians. 

Pope Leo XIII spent much of his apostolic ministry 
in pleading the cause of a united Christendom, by ask- 
ing for prayers for many conversions and by clarify- 
ing for many nations the proper teaching of the Catho- 
lic Church. His immediate successor, Pope Pius X, 
after denouncing the perniciousness of Modernism 
begged that the undiluted and ever-glorious truths of 
the Catholic faith be embraced by all men of good 
will. That Catholics everywhere might join in prayer 
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for such a consummation, Pope Pius blessed the Church 
Unity Octave in 1910. A further blessing came from 
Pope Benedict XV, who saw the first World War bring 
a great portion of mankind to its knees in prayer. He 
envisioned world-wide prayer for Catholic Unity as 
part of a great effort to bring back all men to the 
obedience of Christ. 

The Apostolic Blessing of Pope Pius XII gives new 
vigor to the Church Unity Octave movement. Those 
who keep the Octave in 1945 will be strengthened in 
their petitions by the knowledge that the Holy Father 
himself prays with them, “that all may be one” in 
the Unity of Christ. 





Observance of Octave Encouraged by Hierarchy 


ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW YORK 


“TI am writing to thank you for your kind letter tell!- 
ing me about the observance of the Church Unity 
Octave which is to begin on January 18th, the Feast 
of St. Peter’s Chair at Rome and to end on January 
25th, the Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul. I wish 
you to know that I shall participate in it.” 

ue OF. J. SPELLMAN, 
Archbishop of New York. 


ARCHDIOCESE OF BOSTON 


“His Excellency, the Most Reverend Archbishop, 
wishes me to acknowledge your letter of December Ist, 
with regard to the Church Unity Octave. This Octave 
has, as you know, hitherto been observed in the Arch- 
diocese by special services at St. Clement’s Church in 
the Back Bay. In January, however, the Most Rever- 
end Archbishop will give his patronage to a series of 
sermons for the Octave, to be preached in the Cathe- 
dral Church of the Holy Cross, Boston.” 

JOHN WRIGHT, 
Secretary. 


ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 


“The Church Unity Octave, celebrated among us 
each year in January, brings down great blessings 
from God. It inspires the faithful in satisfying their 
responsibility of trying to bring by their prayers and 
good works the ‘other sheep’ to the ‘One Shepherd’ 
and it brings grace into countless souls who find the 
peace that the world cannot give.” 

ba SamueE A. Stricu, 
Archbishop of Chicago. 


DIOCESE OF BROOKLYN 


“Permit me to acknowledge receipt of your kind 
letter of December lst and to assure you that the 
clergy, religious and people of the Diocese of Brooklyn 
will be most readily disposed to take due note of the 


Church Unity Octave so that we may contribute to the 
realization of its holy purpose, namely, the conversion 
of men of all creeds to the Catholic faith. 

“TI share indeed in your sincere conviction that thus 
may we hope to promote the sanctification of souls and 
to establish the only genuine peace, harmony and happi- 
ness which the human family may enjoy throughout 
the world.” 

% THomas E. Mo.toy, 
Bishop of Brooklyn 


DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 


“Your letter of December 6th announcing the con- 
tinuance of your annual Church Unity Octave was duly 
received and is hereby acknowledged. 

“The work of the Graymoor Fathers in the work of 
conversions is well known throughout America and the 
Catholic world at large. This great work of prayer for 
Church Unity is certainly in accord with the aspira- 
tions of our recent Sovereign Pontiffs and a direct 
answer to Our Blessed Lord’s prayer, ut unum sint! 

“The annual recurrence of this period recalls to my 
mind the great Church Unity Octave celebrated an- 
nually in the Church of San Andrea della Valle in the 
Eternal City where the faithful of Rome are privileged 
to participate in Masses celebrated in the various rites 
in communion with the Holy See. 

“There is no question that the future or of 
nations hinges essentially on a unity of thought and 
purpose which must be anchored on spiritual values. 
What better contribution can we make toward the crea- 
tion of future and permanent peace than by praying 
now for a unity of all men under the divinely commis- 
sioned guidance of the Holy Father. 

“With heartfelt commendations on your consistent 
zeal for the return of so many separated sheep to the 
One True Fold of the Good Shepherd.” 

he James A. GRIFFIN, 
Bishop of Springfield, Illinois. 









last few weeks across the whole of Europe must, 

of necessity, bring very sharply before the 
people of the United States the grim threat to our own 
cherished liberties by the spreading fire of the hellish 
doctrine of Communism. Great as has been the 
achievements of the soldiers of Russia as our Allies 
against the common enemy, the Nazis, we are begin- 
ning to see that the aftermath of military success will 
be the undermining by the Communists of the intel- 
lectual, religious and moral life of many nations in 
which the Christian ideals are deeply rooted and have 
been paramount for centuries. 

Sitting sphinx-like in the Kremlin in Moscow, but 
no doubt with a sardonic smile, Stalin watches the 
results of the clever policies he and his cohorts have 
set in motion not only in those countries where the 
Russian armies have been victorious, but in those of 
his allies as well, despite treaties and pledges. Up 
to now it seems to have been the settled policy of our 
own government and that of Britain to acquiesce in 
permitting Stalin to have his own way with the Baltic 
States, Poland, Hungary and Roumania. Happily, 
however, a reaction has set in and those who guide the 
destinies of the United States and Britain now clearly 
recognize the extreme danger to which the spread of 
Communist ideologies exposes the whole of humanity. 

What has brought about this reaction against Soviet 
Russia? For one thing, British statesmen awoke all 
too late to the perfidy of Stalin in the negotiations 
looking to the settlement of the Polish question, a set- 
tlement which now, to say the least, is a tragic travesty 
on the noble principles which inspired England to take 
up arms in defense of Poland at the beginning of the 
war. Today, according to Winston Churchill’s recent 
speech in the House of Commons, the price of Eng- 
land’s support of Poland’s freedom is to be the 
surrender of half of its national territory to Russia, 
and to accept as compensation parts of Germany. We 
can very well make our own the words of the Universe 
of London, when it says: ‘We do not know whether 
Poland can be saved now. Humanly speaking it ap- 
pears doubtful. But does anybody believe that this 
is the end of the story? Unless all past history is 
delusive we are simply at the beginning of a series of 
humiliations. For let us make no mistake; it is Great 


T is military and political developments of the 


Britain that is humiliated.” 

The position of our own Government in regard to 
Poland was set forth in an official statement issued by 
Secretary of State Stettinius on December 18th in 
which he declares that the United States Government 
stands unequivocally for a strong, free and independent 


The Tragedy of Exrone 





Polish state with the untrammeled right of the Polish 
people to order their internal existence as they see fit. 
“It has been the consistently held policy of the 
United States Government,” Mr. Stettinius asserts, 
“that questions relating to boundaries should be left in 
abeyance until the termination of hostilities which, as 
Secretary Hull stated in his address of April 9th, 1944, 
‘does not mean that certain questions may not and 
should not in the meantime be settled by friendly con- 
ference and agreement.’ In the case of the future 
frontiers of Poland, if a mutual agreement is reached 
by the United Nations directly concerned, this Govern- 
ment would have no objection to such an agreement 
which could make an essential contribution to the 
prosecution of the war against the common enemy.” 

Commenting on the pronouncement of our Govern- 
ment’s stand, the New York Times says in an editorial 
that “the practical effect of this statement must be to 
influence the Polish Government-in-Exile toward ac- 
ceptance of the Curzon Line, and there can be little 
doubt that Mr. Stettinius so intended. This interpreta- 
tion seems particularly clear, because he next goes on 
to volunteer American aid in case a transfer of ‘national 
groups’ is decided upon, in the event that new frontiers 
are drawn for Poland. 

“It must be admitted frankly,” continues the influ- 
ential New York daily, “that this is not the way border 
problems were to be settled, under the terms of thz 
Atlantic Charter. This is not an idealistic settlement 
made ‘in accord with the freely expressed wishes of 
the peoples concerned.’ It is a unilateral settlement, 
made in Moscow, on the basis of sheer physical power.” 

In contrast to the trend of the leaders in Britain and 
the United States, we may recall the many declara- 
tions of sympathy by the Pope for Poland, and particu- 
larly his words in his Christmas speech in 1943 on 
the future peace wherein he exhorted world leaders 
not to impose on any people, even if small, the 
“renunciation of substantial rights and vital necessities 
that they would judge inacceptable to their own 
people.” 

We may add that up to the hour that this is written, 
there continues to be widespread disapproval by the 
people of the United States at the treatment accorded 
Poland as a nation. At the same time our people are 
beginning to see more clearly the disruption and appal- 
ling evils which have resulted from Communist infiltra- 
tion in the areas of Europe liberated from the Nazis by 
the armies of the United States and Britain, a fact 
which cannot be ignored or viewed with complacency 
if our own country is to be saved from what the late 
Pope Pius XI declared would be “a struggle, cold- 
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blooded in purpose, with complete disregard of human 
dignity, liberty and life.” 

In the September, 1943 issue of THE LAMP we as- 
serted that there could be no doubt that Stalin’s plans 
envisaged his complete domination over Europe and 
in the event that he succeeds in his purposes, Chris- 
tianity will face annihilation. 

The tragedy of Europe—God forbid that it be the 


Union under a pre-arranged and almost a pre-war 
plan. 

“Tt is being accomplished in the Balkan nations by 
supporting Marshal Tito as the leader of a new Slav- 
onic alliance combining Rumania and Bulgaria with 
Jugoslavia and possibly later with Hungary and 
Czechoslovakia. 

“It is being accomplished in Poland by supplanting 


tragedy of the New 
World — is summed up 
tersely in the following 
editorial appearing in the 
New York Journal-Ameri- 
can on December 14th: 

“Americans have  ob- 
served that, whenever a 
European country is rescued 
from the Nazis by British 
or American troops, great 
disunity and even fratri- 
cidal conflict immediately 
occurs among the people. 

“It happened in Italy as 
soon as our forces occupied 
Rome. 

“Tt happened in France 





In a recent radio address, the Holy Father, 
Pope Pius XII declared: 

“Our times, which could well be called apoca- 
lyptic, witness the wavering of orders, powers and 
earthly systems in existence for centuries. Without 
doubt, great political and social changes usually 
bring outwardly deep consequences also for the 
Church. But they cannot touch, nor ever touch, 
her life. 
protecting hand over us. To Providence we tran- 
quilly confide ourselves for the future. Violent 
storms may demolish temples of stone, symbols 
of the Church, they may demand the sacrifice of 
human lives, and all of us, without doubt, would 
be ready if Our Lord wants it to immolate our 
life, this short mortal life, for our brethren. But 
the Church and the Papacy—we have sure guar- 


Divine Providence has maintained its 


the legitimate Government- 
in-Exile with a Moscow- 
made Cabinet, and a similar 
‘Committee of German 
Liberation’ has been pre- 
pared to operate in Berlin 
when Hitlerism has been 
overthrown. 

“And there is a_ well- 
revealed connection be- 
tween Russian policy in the 
east of Europe and develop- 
ments in the west. 

“In Italy, as soon as the 
Allies arrived, the long-sup- 
pressed Communist Party 
was quickly resurrected; 
the exile Ercole, of the 





behind our advancing Divi- 
sions. 
“It happened in Bel- 


Rock of Peter.” 





antees expressed in the Divine promise—is the 


Communist International, 
returned to Rome to hold 
office as Palmiro Togliatti; 








gium—it has happened now 
in Greece —and in every 
instance the ‘pattern’ has been the same. 

“In each country, a group of ‘Leftists’ has arisen to 
dispute with other factions for political control. 

“Furthermore, these ‘Leftists’ have been armed and 
incited to fight against their compatriots and against 
the provisional government, as in Greece, or have 
ranged the country with bands of ‘partisans,’ as in 
France, arresting ‘collaborationists’ without warrants, 
holding ‘trials’ without courts, and conducting ‘execu- 
tions’ without appeals. 

“We probably know only a small part of what is 
occurring. 

“But the part we do know seems to indicate clearly 
that organized ‘Leftists’ in western Europe are seizing 
an opportunity to exterminate as many of their native 
‘enemies’ as they can reach. 

“With the shelters of internal laws removed, the 
‘proletarians’ are ‘liquidating’ the ‘bourgeois.’ 

“On the other hand, events in eastern Europe pursue 
an apparently different course. 

“We do not hear of any ‘guerilla’ fighting nor of any 
drum-head courts martial by civilian irregulars in the 
territories which the Red Armies take over. 

“To the contrary, the Civil Rule of the Kremlin 
moves in as the thunder of guns subsides. 

“This was accomplished in the Baltic states by 
incorporating the three Republics into the Soviet 


and just recently Premier 
Bonomi has been able to 
retain his ‘leadership’ only with ‘Leftist’ support. 

“In France, General DeGaulle was induced to permit 
the return of the Communist fugitive Thorez, also of 
the Comintern, and DeGaulle himself soon afterward 
departed for conferences with Marshal Stalin. 

“It is thus as plain as day that Communism marches 
menacingly in the wake of war throughout Europe.” 

The late Pope Pius XI in his Encyclical Divini 
Redemptoris issued in March, 1937 pointed out clearly 
that in the beginning Communism showed itself for 
what it was in all its perversity; but very soon realized 
that it was thus alienating the people. It has therefore 
changed its tactics, and strives to entice the multitudes 
by trickery of various forms, hiding its real designs 
behind ideas that in themselves are good and attrac- 
tive. Thus, aware of the universal desire for peace, 
the leaders of Communism pretend to be the most 
zealous promoters and propagandists in the movement 
for world amity. Yet at the same time they stir up 
a class-warfare which causes rivers of blood to flow, 
and, realizing that their system offers no interna! 
guarantee of peace, they have recourse to unlimited 
armaments. 

“See to it, Venerable Brethren,” he warned, “that the 
Faithful do not allow themselves to be deceived! Com- 
munism is intrinsically wrong, and no one who would 
save Christian civilization may collaborate with it in 
any undertaking whatsoever.” 











The Surival of Spiritual 


ee one Life tn Russia 


USK falls here early, at six 
D o’clock, and the night is 

immediately very dark and 
windy. At night the solitude and 
utter isolation of the village in the 
midst of the desert steppe become 
physical sensations. The nearest 
railway station is scores of miles 
away and the trains are incredibly 
slow. 

Before dark some neighbors came 
to the house in which the four of 
us were staying. They were mostly 
women. The men are serving, or 
else they felt it would be safer to 
stay at home; allies may be allies, 
but little good can come of meeting 
foreigners. One never knows. 


The women seem to be bolder— 
or perhaps more inquisitive. They 
come in just as we are lighting in 
the big stove the tarred torches 
which serve as lamps. For many 
centuries Russian peasants had been 
using such torches during the long 
winter evenings. In the corner of 
the room there is an icon—I saw 
icons in practically every cottage. 
Usually the wife says it belongs to 
her and her husband produces the 
same excuse if he is asked any awk- 
ward questions. More religion is 
tolerated among the women than 
among the men. 

Now there are on the walls por- 
traits of Stalin, Voroshilov, Marx 
and Engels. Asked about Stalin, 
the housewife was very eloquent; 
she called Voroshilov “our hawk”— 
the traditional term of an old legend 
applied to a Soviet marshal. Voro- 
shilov appeals to the imagination 
of the people, but the two aliens 
(Marx and Engels) slip by unob- 
served. Stalin and Voroshilov are 
to be found in almost every house, 
but Marx is often replaced by 
Lenin, Engels by Budenny or Timo- 





Editor’s Note: 


In the following article from 
the Dublin Review Ksawery Prus- 
zynski shows how, despite atheistic 
propaganda from Moscow, the 
strong religious feeling of the 
simple people of Russia has re- 
mained unchanged. 











shenko. The change seems signifi- 
cant enough. I saw it in many, 
many Soviet villages. 

When the women come in, I feel 
they are tempted to greet us, as 
they have always done, in the name 
of Christ. They never dared do it. 
But, as there is no new greeting, 
they stand about, rather embar- 
rassed. Then they sit down around 
the huge stove, which can be used 
for baking bread, for sleeping on 
and for many other purposes. It 
has remained the most important 
part of the Russian peasant’s liv- 
ing room. 

The evening parties are invari- 
ably attended by the local Party 
dignitary, whose duty it is to guard 
the political orthodoxy of the 
kolchoz and its inhabitants. (He is 
probably afraid that we might b= 
spreading foreign propaganda and 
that it might be successful.) His 
departure from the gathering en- 
livened the conversation, just like a 
handful of matchwood thrown into 
the fire makes it blaze with a 
brighter flame. 

I have known many villages in 
Russia at various times, but I saw 
one like this for the first time when 
I went from Kuibishev to visit the 
Polish troops, and joined a platoon 
going to late work in the fields. I 
am glad to see it, because I know 
that it is typical of the majority of 


villages in the vast country. It is 
quite unlike the villages of White 
Ruthenia or Ukraine. It is like a 
Negro village in having no history. 
The past is simply not there. There 
are in the west of Europe villages 
with a history of a thousand years 
or more; there are in Poland vil- 
lages that have seen many cen- 
turies; in Ukraine and Russia there 
are some that remember the eigh- 
teenth century — but the great 
majority of Russian villages know 
nothing of their past, even the fairly 
recent. 

There are villages in the steppes, 
which appeared late, like the town 
of Samara—now Kuibishev—or the 
port of Odessa and many other 
towns. The time of the Czars is a 
dim and distant past. There is a 
vague memory of imperial tax col- 
lectors, but their visits were infre- 
quent and the taxes low. There 
were portraits of the Czar, sur- 
rounded by white-clad daughters, 
and young men used to be called up 
for military service, to return after 
a few years with disquieting tales 
of distant parts. Nobody remem- 
bers the times of peasant servitude, 
for these lands were put under the 
plough less than half a century ago. 
There were no mansions to be 
plundered, no English parks to be 
cut down and no squires to be 
butchered with the deliberate, sadist 
cruelty characteristic of Russia— 
and of Spain. 


As in native villages, history 
begins with the arrival of the 
whites, so in these Russian villages 
of the east—perhaps 70 per cent of 
all the rural area of the country— 
history begins with the arrival of 
the Reds. The first world war; the 
Revolution; the civil war—these 
are the earliest historical events 
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known to the people of these remote 
and vast provinces. 

Young girls and women ask about 
the present world; about England, 
America, Japan. All the other 
countries belong to a strange, nebu- 
lous outside world of which literally 
nothing is known. Even the names 
of France, Spain or Poland are 
almost unknown. 

The tarred torches flickered un- 
steadily, like the conversation, 
which touched many points; about 
the skyscrapers in America and was 
it true that a pair of stockings was 
given to every member of the audi- 
ence in American cinemas? Was it 
true that the Germans had invisible 
aeroplanes and “how do people like 
us live over there?” Distant towns 
and worlds come into focus in sucin 
a conversation like things seen 
through a telescope when we turn 
the knob and find our range. What 
eager curiosity comes up on such 
dark nights in a lost Soviet village 
of the steppes! The press hardly 
ever reaches it. When it does, it 
brings heroic front communiques, 
orders from Moscow, Party appeals 
and little else. 

An old woman suddenly asked a 
question: “Tell me,” she said, “do 
people in Poland, in the West, do 
they really believe in God? Do 
they have churches and priests and 
services and all? And they are 
civilized, educated people, aren’t 
they? They believe in God. Is 
there a God?” 

These were risky questions. They 
might well be classified here as 
counter - revolutionary propaganda 
and a simplest answer would be 
even more dangerous. I therefore 
teplied vaguely and_ generally, 
stressing the achievements of Rus- 
sia in the last twenty years. A 
score of eyes gleamed in the semi- 
darkness and then the questions 
came again, always the same. 

It seemed to me that village was 
genuinely loyal to the Soviet 
regime. It seemed that collectiviza- 
tion had been accepted without 
much opposition. I racked my 
memory. Yes, there was not much 
struggle in Russia proper. There 
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Amid the Steppes in Russia the people demonstrate their belief in God 
by religious processions. 


was violent, desperate resistance in 
the Ukraine, in White Ruthenia, in 
the Caucasus and on the Don, where 
there were prosperous Cossacx 
farmers. The vast plains of Russia 
itself did not provide much news 
at the time. They were more 
isolated and things which happen 
there can be more easily concealed 
from the world, it is true, but I 
think there was really little opposi- 
tion in that part of the country, 
where there was much less attach- 
ment to a certain definite piece of 
soil. 

There was nothing to destroy and 
little to cut down. Religion seems 
to have been the only thing in that 
part of the country to have been 
cut down by the keen scythe of 
Communism in its sweep across a 
continent. The peasants want pros- 
perity. They vaguely realize that 
they have not got it. They feel, 
even more vaguely, that some other 
countries, without more natural 
wealth, are far more prosperous. 
They do not deny that Communism 
brought progress—for Communism 
meant for that part of the world the 
tractor, the cinema, sometimes even 
electric lighting. They do not be- 
lieve that prosperity can be 
achieved only by discarding Com- 
munism. But the deep undercur- 


rent of religious feeling is the 
strongest element of unrest in that 
remote village lost in the huge 
steppes of Russia. 

A Polish sergeant, Sojka, a lock- 
smith by trade, was deriving tangi- 
ble benefits from the religious feel- 
ings of the population. He had 
asked me for empty tins, out of 
which he, like many other Polish 
soldiers, was manufacturing crosses. 
It struck me as odd that the local 
people, since they wanted crosses, 
did not make them themselves. 
After all, there are still many 
priests, deacons and nuns hiding in 
the villages, celebrating in secrecy 
marriages and other sacraments. Of 
course, from time to time, some of 
them are caught. But it apparently 
did not occur to any of them to 
manufacture crosses. 

Every Polish soldier who left a 
Soviet prison wore a cross. Many 
did not carry one when they entered 
it. Some had not worn them for a 
long time. Besides, all crosses and 
other “objects of devotion” were 
taken away on admission. They 
were prohibited. But the crosses 
appeared again. Men made them 
with prison bread, with twine, or 
with a piece of bone that might be 
in the soup. I saw crosses made of 
fish-bone, or cardboard and glue, of 
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string and thread, even some made 
from buttons and from badges of 
rank torn off the uniforms. All 
possible and impossible materials 
were used. The Austrian prisoners 
of the last war are still remembered 
by the rings they used to make. The 
Poles will be remembered in Russia 
by their crosses. 

When the Russian people began 
to buy crosses from the Poles—in 
towns, markets and kolchozes—the 
Polish soldiers began to make them 
in quantities. For a cross they 
could get even the most valuable 
commodities of all: tobacco and 
vodka. Sojka is an expert. He dis- 
cusses the respective merits of tins 
which have contained Soviet fish 
from Kamchatka, with American 
corned beef tins and with tins of 
condensed milk. The latter were 


apparently the best for making the 
crosses. In the evening he makes 
crosses in his billet. People wait 
for them with infinite patience and 
with even greater eagerness than 
for the news we bring them from 
the world outside the U. S. S. R. 
Sojka started making crosses in 
prison from genuine piety, then he 
made them for friends who did not 
have his skill. Now he makes 
them for a living. He even makes— 
to the indignation of some of his 
comrades—crosses of the Orthodox 
pattern. I believe that Orthodox 
crosses fetched much higher prices 
in tobacco and vodka—the accepted 
currencies of the Soviet village— 
than ordinary Catholic crosses. 
The night was dark over the 
Volga steppes. A heavy wind 
brought in turns snow and rain, 


flooding huge fields and wasting the 
crops. The roads were also flooded 
and would be impassable until the 
first frost—and so was the village— 
kolchoz without a history and with- 
out a past, which could remember 
of the times before the revolution 
only one thing: that there had once 
been God. The churches and priests 
may have disappeared, but religion 
did not. There may even be dis- 
trust towards the Church and clergy, 
but the religious feeling is as strong 
as ever. It may find expression in 
dark superstition, in barbarous prac- 
tices and beliefs which could not 
survive contact with civilization, 
but it is still there. That 1s per- 
haps why the Polish soldiers who 
wear and make crosses met with so 
much quiet sympathy in the Russian 
village. 
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TUNE IN ON THE 
Radio Programs 


The Franciscan Friars of the Atonement 


WMEX—Boston at 6:30 P. M. 
WW DC—Washington, D. C., 
WMCA—New York at 6:30 P. M. 
KQV—Pittsburgh at 11:30 A. M. 
New Orleans at 9 A. M. 


WMCA—New York on Saturday at 3:05 P. M. 


“SAINT ANTHONY HOUR” 


Every Sunday over Station WHN, New York, at 7:30 P. M., and WMEX, Boston, 


at 3:30 P. M. 


ALSO THE 


“AVE MARIA HOUR” 


Featuring a Dramatization of the Lives of the Saints 
Every Sunday over these Stations: 


WITH—Baltimore at 8:30 P. M. 


at 10:00 P. M. 





JOIN IN THE 


NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL 


Broadcast from 


ST. CHRISTOPHER’S INN, Graymoor, Garrison, New York 
(Immediately after the News Broadcast over WMCA.) 


WMEX—Boston on Wednesday at 1:30 P. M. 


WIP—Philadelphia at 7:30 P. M. 
WEW-—St. Louis at 7:30 A. M. 
KOL—Seattle, Saturday, 9:30 P. M. 
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EVENTY-FIVE years a member of a religious 
S congregation is a record very rarely attained, but 

this notable distinction has come to Father Mark 
Moeslein, a member of the Passionist Order now resid- 
ing at St. Joseph’s Monastery, Baltimore. Born in 
Pittsburgh May 7, 1854, he entered the Order Novem- 
ber 13, 1869, and was ordained in the Basilica of 
St. John Lateran in Rome, sixty-six years ago. 


* * * * 


At the annual convention of the Catholic Laymen’s 
Association in Atlanta, Ga., in November, a number 
of speakers alluded to the constantly increasing indica- 
tions of an outbreak of religious intolerance after the 
war. Richard Reid, editor of the Catholic News of 
New York, former president of the Association, ap- 
pealed for the cooperation of the people in fighting 
religious and racial bigotry. Hugh Kinchley, execu- 
tive secretary of the Association, sounded a warning 
that there were indications, only too evident, which 
pointed to the coming of a deliberate campaign of 
calumny against the Catholic Church in the United 
States—a campaign not of the type that the Associa- 
tion had to combat in its early days, but a well-directed 
and carefully designed attempt to discredit the Church 
with people of intelligence as well as with the masses 
of the unlearned. 

A similar warning note was sounded by a non- 
Catholic scientist, Dr. H. Scudder Mekeel, associate 
Professor of Anthropology at the University of Wis- 
consin, when, speaking at the annual meeting of the 
National Convention for Mental Hygiene in New York 
also in November he said: 

“We should publicize the dangers to the public 
peace and to the rights of certain of our citizens in the 
formation of hate organizations that parade falsely in 
the name of nationalism.” Continuing, he said, ‘That 
the imminent creation of such an organization, or the 
revival in full force of the Ku Klux Klan, is a real 
possibility, we have only to look at our history. Within 
the last hundred years there have been three nation- 
wide organizations that threatened our internal peace 
and security—the Know Nothings in the decade pre- 
ceding the Civil War, the American Protective Associa- 
tion before the Spanish-American War and the second 
Ku Klux Klan after the first World War. 

“The spearhead of the first two was anti-Catholicism, 
an unfortunate early American heritage that is still 
with us. The spearhead of the third, the second Ku 
Klux Klan, was and is triple-pronged—anti-Catholic, 
anti-Negro and anti-Jew. 

“Let us all work to stem the tide of hate before the 
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most susceptible among us are swept into the stream, 
by publicizing the character of the hate groups we 
have had and the harm they do.” 
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The rising tide of collectivism in the United States 
was the theme of an address given before a luncheon 
meeting at the National Shoe Fair in Chicago by Eric 
A. Johnston, president of the United States Chamber 
of Commerce. In Russia, England and France, the 
tide of collectivism is rising, he said, adding: 

“The question for each of us to decide is: Shall we 
follow the new-fashion liberal whose flaming banner 
prociaims, ‘Man belongs to the state; the state will 
protect him; the state will employ him for the benefit 
of the state’? 

“Or shall we follow the old-fashioned Jeffersonian 
liberal whose blazing banner of many struggles pro- 
claim, ‘The state is but the servant of man, to be used 
by man for his greater achievements and freedom’? 

“Our forefathers knew the dangers of the super-state. 
Officials, by virtue of titles and impressive powers, do 
not become more moral. The bureaucrat is neither 
wiser nor better than you or I doing the same job for 
ourselves. He is merely more irresponsible. His mis- 
takes are ‘on the house.’ 

“Our problems after this war will appear mountain- 
ous, their solutions extremely complicated. Many will 
not want these problems solved under the democratic 
process. Such people will contend that the judgment 
of the few is better than the judgment of the many.” 

Mr. Johnson declared that false hope would lull the 
population into slavery, adding, “As a nation we have 
never regarded democracy as an artifical process 
of leveling down, but as a framework within which 
each can express his special individuality most effec- 
tively.” 

od a * *” 

The Minister General of the Franciscan Order, Very 
Rev. Leonardo Maria Bello, aged 62 years, died sud- 
denly in his sleep during the night of November 27th. 

In St. Francis Hospital at Hartford, Conn., on De- 
cember 15th, death came to Most Rev. Maurice F. 
McAuliffe, Bishop of Hartford, at the age of 69 years. 


* * * * 


What might well be termed an epic story of service 
in the religious life, is the record of Sister Mary 
Stephen of Lachini, Quebec, who, last summer com- 
pleted 75 years as a Sister of St. Ann, and has just 
recently observed her one hundredth birthday. She 
was born at St. Anicet, Quebec, on November 9, 1844, 














12 ve 
and as Elizabeth Leahy entered the religious life in 
September, 1869. 

Sister Mary Stephen was busy for a number of years 
in Oswego, N. Y., and in 1882 was sent to British 
Columbia. Two years later she and two companions 
made a long and hazardous trip to found Holy Cross 
Mission at Koserefsky in Alaska. From there, in the 
following years, she founded other mission centers 
throughout that Northern land, 
relinquishing her arduous labors 
only when advancing years forced 


her to do so. 
4 * * 


The sesquicentennial (150th an- 
niversary) of the ordination of the 
Rev. Demetrius Gallitzin, Prince- 
Priest and ‘“‘Apostle of the Alle- 
ghenies,” will be observed in the 
Altoona Diocese. The official re- 
cords of St. Mary’s Seminary in 
Baltimore, where Father Gallitzin 
was ordained, reveal that he was 
raised to the priesthood March 18, 
1795. The life story of Gallitzin, 
who forsook the elegance of the 
Russian court to become a humble 
priest in America, is as romantic as 
the most thrilling fiction. He died 
in May, 1840, and is buried in 
Loretta, Pa., in the present Dio- 
cese of Altoona. 


Eg * * * 


The Holy See has confirmed a Diocesan recognition 
of a very unusual if not unique Community of Nuns 
founded in Montreal about sixteen years ago and known 
as the Daughters of the Atonement of the Divine Heart. 

The community was founded by Very Rev. Canon 
Jules A. Bourassa, who was permitted by Archbishop 
Gauthier to bring together persons suffering from cer- 
tain infirmities or who, because of some ill-health, 
could not be admitted to other congregations or 
orders. Others also are admitted as members to the 
Community. 

The aim of the community, which now has 165 mem- 
bers, is “‘to console the Heart of Jesus through the triple 
apostolate of prayer, suffering and works of mercy.” 


* * Bo * 


Speaking at a dinner in Rome on December 15th, 
Hon. Myron C. Taylor, special envoy of President 
Roosevelt to the Vatican, made a trenchant plea tha: 
the American public help in rehabilitating the people 
of Italy by economic aid so that they may be saved 
from the pernicious influence of Communism. Mr. 
Taylor condemned the “British thesis” that the Italians 
are a beaten enemy and must be made to “pay and 
pay.” He declared he was not seeking Congressional 
appropriations, but only that funds might be raised on 2 
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Father Demetrius Gallitzin 





voluntary basis—similar to the relief organizations 
formed to aid Allied nations. 

In connection with this need, it is of interest to note 
that one of the first of the nations to extend aid to 
the Italian people is Eire, which just a month ago, 
unanimously granted four hundred thousand dollars, 
It is to be administered through the Irish Red Cross 
Society in conjunction with the Vatican’s Relief organ. 
ization. Moving the vote for the 
fund in the Dail Eireann, Premier 
de Valera said that it was “‘a vote 
from us here who, under God's 
providence, have been saved from 
the terrible conditions in which 
other countries have found them. 
selves in this war.” 


cd * * * 


In an editorial concerning ‘The 
Press and Religion, the magazine 
Editor & Publisher comments 
“People are getting away from 
the scoffing attitude toward reli. 
gion so prevalent before the war 
It is time for our newspapers also 
to throw off the old taboos and old 
time cynicism.” 

Observing that the “role of the 
press in religion has not been very 
clear to many newspapermen,” the 
editorial continues: “It has been 
the subject of magazine articles 
and convention speeches whici 
have advocated a greater degree of leadership on the 
part of newspapers in religious thinking.” 


Apropos of the foregoing, Mr. William E. Kerrish o! 
Providence, R. I., well-known in the advertising busi 
ness in New England, and also for his activities in th: 
Catholic Evidence Guild movement, calls attention te 
a recent article in the widely known journal, “ Printer’ 
Ink” wherein Bishop John F. O’Hara of the Unite’ 
States Military Ordinate, asks: ‘Cannot the same powe: 
that sells tooth paste sell moral ideas.” This questio: 
has brought forth a lively and provocative discussio 
in advertising circles. Some advertising men say, ‘Yes 
eventually.” One asks the question, “Why should it? 
From the Christian standpoint, says Mr. Kerrish, som: 
clarification of the discussion might be in order. ‘Right 
moral ideas,” he points out, “are the fruit of religious 
Faith, religious teaching and religious discipline an 
from the Catholic standpoint these are inseparable from 
the Church. If advertising can be used effectively, 4 
it now is to sell the sound idea back of life insurance 
it can also be used to promote the moral ideas bat! 
of life insurance for eternity, which is the priceles 
‘merchandise’ of the church.” The question therefor 
in the opinion of Mr. Kerrish, seems to resolve its¢l 
into a consideration of the manner and the degree 
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which advertising technique might be used to teach 
religious truth, which is the basic and the well of sound 
moral ideas in the home and in the nation. The preach- 
ing of this truth is by word of mouth. Teaching reli- 
gious truth can be done by advertising, if the Church 
should decide to employ it. 


ok ok aK * 
At a meeting in New Orleans recently, the Rev. 


James Bullock, pastor of 
the Canal Street Presby- 
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ing a vast extension of social service in Ireland. While 
there is some similarity to the Beveridge plan under 
consideration in England, the Catholic Herald of Lon- 
don points out that: “Catholic Ireland’s approach te 
the problem starts from the premise that the dignity 
and position of the family must be respected and 
safeguarded.” 


The Bishop of Clonfert is Chairman of the com- 
mittee of management of 
the Irish National Health 





terian Church in that city, 
declared that “for many 
generations a great major- 
ity of the people of the 
world have not been con- 
cerned with spiritual bases. 
Business education and 
other things have become 
secular, if not material- 
istic. They are not anta- 
gonistic, but live in sepa- 
rate compartments, and 
until religion comes back 
to education we will con- 
tinue to have chaos.” 

In much the same vein, 
Dr. Edwin R. Van Kleeck, 
Assistant Commissioner 
of Education for New 
York State, in an address 
before some five hundred 
Onondaga County teachers 


In the wind of April! 


Only remember . . 





The Holy Name of Jesus 


They must have known then, ever so long ago, 
How down the long dark years that Name would lend 
Strange music, such as choirs of angels sing, 
Or like leaves gently whispering as they bend 


Let but its echo fall 
Across the lonely heart and fear will die; 
Breathe it, and all of Heaven hears your call, 
No matter where you are it hears that cry! 


There is no need to dread the coming night, 

. in the dark . . . His Name— 
And skies will know such sudden stars and bright, 
The soul will kneel and wonder how they came! 


Hold fast to this, for ever, evermore, 
His Name’s the key unlocking Heaven’s door! 


—Blanche Yvonne Mosler. 


Insurance Society and has 
based his plan on his long 
experience and study of 
the question of social 
security. “In our plan- 
ning,” he said, “man’s 
natural independence has 
innate dignity and his 
destiny must be taken into 
account. It is the family, 
and not the individual, that 
deserves prior place in our 
planning. The family must 
be considered the unit- 
group, the nucleus of so- 
ciety, and we are to con- 
sider the State as a collec- 
tion of families rather 
than of individuals, and 
families presuppose 
homes. By the natural 
and divine law the father 








at their recent convention 

in Syracuse, N. Y., voiced 

the opinion that ‘“‘only a return to religion will solve 
the problem of juvenile delinquency.” 

One small religious denomination lost 40,000 children 
from its Sunday schools in 1943, Dr. Van Kleeck said. 
“The average church, especially the Protestant de- 
nominations, spends five times as much money on 
music as on religious education programs. Never- 
theless,” “he continued, “I have yet to learn of any 
soul saved by the soprano soloist.” 


* * * 


The Very Rev. Monsignor Howard J. Carroll has 
been named General Secretary of the National Catho- 
lic Welfare Conference. 

Monsignor Carroll, a priest of the diocese of Pitts- 
burgh, who has served as Assistant General Secretary 
of the N. C. W. C. for more than six years, succeeds 
to an office left vacant by the elevation of the Right 
Rev. Monsignor Michael J. Ready to be Bishop of 
Columbus. 

Bo oo * ok 

Widespread interest and discussion has been evoked 
in Ireland, and in England as well, by a proposal madz 
by Most Rev. John Dignan, Bishop of Clonfert embrac- 


of the family is bound te 

maintain his home for 
himself, his wife and his family; no authority, not even 
that of the State, can relieve him of this duty and 
privilege. 

“The family wage,” said the Bishop, “is the solution. 
The duty of the father of the family is to maintain his 
family, to clothe its members, feed them, and educate 
them; the duty of the State is to provide as far as it 
can the conditions and circumstances that will enable 
the employer to pay a family wage enabling the father 
of the family to carry out his duties.” 


His Holiness, Pope Pius XII in his Christmas mes- 
sage to the world on December 24th, said that he 
looked forward to a society where an international or- 
ganization, with the power and consent of democracy- 
loving millions, would see that further aggression would 
be prevented. He envisioned that the complete reor- 
ganization of the world after the conflict would not pre- 
clude punishment of those judged responsible, but, 
warned that entire countries must not be convicted with 
the individual leaders, nor be banned from participation 
on an equal footng in the postwar community of nations. 








HANKSGIVING DAY saw 
Z our Brothers Christopher 

served with a bountiful re- 
past, provided as in former years 
by the many generous friends of 
St. Christopher’s Inn. The day 
began and concluded with prayer, 
as a special Mass was offered by 
the Father Director in the morning 
and a Benediction service in the 
evening, in order that all might 
have a chance to live up to the spirit 
of the holiday, which was intended 
to emphasize gratitude to God for 
all His favors. We do not think it 
necessary to repeat that all the 
Brothers Christopher strive to show 
their gratitude to the many bene- 
factors of the Inn by reserving for 
them a generous share in their daily 
prayers. 

* > * * 

Snow prevented the traditional 
encounter between the Students and 
Friars on the gridiron on Thanks- 
giving morning, but otherwise the 
day was observed in festive style. 
A Solemn High Mass was sung by 
Father Januarius, S. A., in Saint 
Francis’ Chapel, with Father Theo- 
phane, S. A., and Frater Clement, 
S. A., assisting. At its conclusion, 
the choir rejoiced in the resound- 
ing praises of the ancient hymn, 
“Now Thank We All Our God,” as 
a sign of thanksgiving for His 
manifold blessings on the Com- 
munity and the country. The 
refectory was tastefully decorated 
with autumn leaves at dinner-time, 
and the students assembled there 
with the Friars for dinner, a rare 
departure from ordinary usage. 


* * * * 


Advent solemnities, in spite of 
the penetential tone that character- 
izes them, are in a sense an antici- 
pation of the Feast of Christ’s 
Nativity. During the four weeks 
that precede Christmas Day, the 
chants of the Mass and Divine Of- 





“Ring out the old, ring in the new,” 


peals from the bells in the Friary Tower 
on the Mount of the Atonement on 
New Year’s morn. 


fice repeat the glorious prophecies 
of the Saviour’s coming. The Friars 
at Graymoor use this time to pre- 
pare themselves spiritually for the 
worthy observance of Christ’s Natal 
Day, and consequently there are 
few occasions of unusual note. One 
exception, however, is December 
15th, the anniversary of the coming 
of the Mother Foundress to Gray- 
moor. Though this is primarily an 
anniversary for our Graymoor Sis- 
ters, it is nevertheless kept as 
Foundation Day by all members of 
the Society. 

Solemn Mass on this day was of- 
fered at St. John’s Church, witn 


members of both congregations, 
tertiaries and associates of the 
Society in attendance. Father Ber- 


nard, S. A., spoke eloquently of the 
coming of the Mother Foundress to 
Graymoor, to plant in the wilder- 
ness the seed that was to blossom 
in the Catholic Church as a strong 





and growing congregation of Sisters, 
and to lead the way as well to the 
formation of the Friars of the 
Atonement. 


i a 


On the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception of Our Lady, two of our 
Lay Brothers were admitted to the 
profession of perpetual vows. Their 
profession took place in the Oratory 
of the Little Flower at the conclu- 
sion of the Solemn Mass of the day, 
which was celebrated by the Father 
General, assisted by Father An- 
gelus, S. A., and Father Bede, S. A. 
Father General delivered an ex- 
hortation to the candidates on the 
subject of perfection, their goal in 
the religious life, and stressed that 
the only path that could lead to it 
was the way of obedience and 
exactitude in the Holy Rule. In 
the words of the Ritual, he assured 
them of an eternal reward in the 
everlasting realms of heaven if 
they persevered in their efforts to 
serve God simply but whole-heart- 
edly in the religious state. Brother 
Casimir Kreczmer, S. A., who is 
assigned to duties in the offices at 
Graymoor, and Brother Marius 
Dutcher, S. A., who assists in the 
kitchen and bindery, were the candi- 
dates professed for life in the 
Society of the Atonement. The 
fathers and brothers all united in 
assurances of prayers as well as in 
felicitations on this happy occasion. 

Besides the relatives and friends 
of the two Friars, there were in at- 
tendance at these ceremonies a 
group of employees of our Gray- 
moor Press. For them especially 
Father Theophane S. A., conducted 
the meditations of the Holy Hour 
held that afternoon at St. John’s 
Church. 

» * + * 

December’s icy winds held no 
terrors for our junior Seminarians 
at Graymoor. For them the first 
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wintry day meant a chance to skate 
at the pond on St. Anthony’s 
Farm—a pleasant change for their 
recreational periods each afternoor.. 
But the spectre of term examina- 
tions kept them in close contaci 
with textbooks and notebooks dur- 
ing the long hours of study each 
evening. Brightening the atmos- 
phere a bit was the prospect of a 
visit home during the Christmas 
holidays, with the chance to see 
their parents and in many cases, 
their soldier and sailor brothers. 
For them, as well as the many 
others in the armed forces, our 
seminarians are most zealous in 
their prayers, dedicating especially 
their Mass and devotions on Satur- 
days for their welfare. 


ao * * * 


Our readers and patrons will 
rejoice to know that on January 
27th five of our Friars will be 
ordained to the Holy Priesthood at 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York. 
This arrangement, made possible 
by the kindness of Archbishop 
Spellman, makes it easier for their 
relatives and friends to be present 
with them on the morning of that 
great day, as travel restrictions 
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Above: The Altar 
in Saint Francis’ 
Chapel on the 
Mount of the 
Atonement beauti- 
fully decorated to 
commemorate _ the 
Birth of Our Lord 
and Saviour at 
Bethlehem. 


Left: Father Ber- 
nard Foley, S. A., 
Circulation Man- 
ager of The Lamp 
and his assistant, 
Fr. Agnellus, S. A. 


would normally work hardships for 
those who would like to attend. The 
candidates to be presented for ordi- 
nation by the Father General have 
finished the first half of their fourth 
year Theological studies and are 
therefore equipped for the obliga- 
tions of the priestly state. Their 
spiritual preparation will be cli- 
maxed by a special retreat to take 
place before the event. 


Frater Clement St. Jacques, S. A., 
who has completed his theology and 
is now teaching at the Preparatory 
Seminary at Graymoor, is the son 
of Mrs. E. W. Morin of Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts. He will offer his 
first solemn Mass in his home 
parish church, Notre Dame, in 
Pittsfield, on Sunday, February 4th. 

Frater Paulinus Mess, S. A., i 
scheduled to offer his first Solemn 
Mass on Septuagesima Sunday, 
January 28th, at Holy Cross 
Church, Harrison, New Jersey. He 
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Philip 








16 Ba) 
Mess of Harrison, and began his 
studies at Graymoor in 1933. Frater 
Regis Barber, S. A., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Louis Barber of Philadelphia, 
will offer his first Mass at the 
Church of the Holy Child, Broad 
and Duncannon Streets in that 
city on the same day. On the 
following Sunday, February 4th, 
Frater Daniel Egan, S. A., will cele- 
brate the Holy Sacrifice at his home 
parish church, St. Benedict’s in the 
Bronx, N. Y. During his seminary 
course Frater Daniel was prominent 
in the activities of the Catholic 
Evidence Guild and represented the 
Washington Guild at the National 
Convention in Chicago last fall. 
Frater Bartholomew Paytas, S. A., 
will sing his first Solemn Mass at 
the Church of St. Angela Merici, 
Fairview, Ohio, also on Sunday, 
February 4th. The son of Julia 
and the late George Paytas, Frater 
Bartholomew has been active as a 
seminarian in the Catholic Students’ 
Mission Crusade, having been par- 
liamentarian and president succes- 
sively of the Catholic University 
Conference of Clerics and Reli- 
gious, as well as Chairman of the 
Church Unity Octave two years 
ago. He was also selected to repre- 
sent the seminarians at the General 
Chapter of the Friars of the Atone- 
ment held at Graymoor in 1943. 
Readers of THE Lamp and other 
associates of Graymoor who can do 
so are invited to attend the ordina- 
tion ceremonies and the first Masses 
of our young priests, who have 
promised to be mindful of all the 
Community’s benefactors in their 
prayers and spiritual activities. 


* * * * 


“Catholic Unity” will be the 
theme of the addresses delivered on 
both the Saint Anthony Hour and 
Miraculous Medal Novena radio 
programs during the month of Janu- 
ary. Father Thomas, S. A., will be 
the speaker on the former program, 
which can be heard from WHN, 
New York on Sunday at 7:30 p. m., 
and WMEX, Boston, at 3:30 p. m. 
The addresses given in conjunction 
with the Miraculous Medal Novena 
program will be by Father Dunstan, 
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Uncompleted Burses at Graymoor 





All Saints: B. B. J. H., $2; N. B. C., Cal., $2; Mrs. C. L. O., Cal. $1 
Mrs. W. A., Kans., $1. Tot: al, $4,644.56. 

St. Anthony: Anon., $1; Mrs. M. J., "7 Y., $1.50; M. E. L,, N. Y., 
$10; Mrs. C. L. O., Cal., $3.50; Anon., $1; C. B. Sa wie $5. Totz ay $3,895.00. 

Sacred Heart: R. M., Can., $5.60; og .. O., Cal., $1; Anon., $2; 
Anon., $1; C. B., N. Y., $11. Total, $3,75290.. 

St. Margaret of Scotland, No. 2: Total, $3,385.70. 

St. Joseph: R. L. B., Wash., $1. Total, $3,104.72. 

St. Ann: Anon., $1. Total, $2,992.02. 

St. Jude: E. G., N. Y., $2; E. M., N. Y., $1; D. O., Fla., $1; M. M., 
N. Y., $5. Total, $2,989.00. 

St. Francis Xavier: Mrs. A. K., Pa., $5. Total, $2,630.50. 

ae. Father Paul, S.A.: K. M., Wash., D. C., $3; Mrs. C. L. O., 
Cal., Mrs. F. S., Mont., $1. Total, $2,593.67. 

¥ a Lady of Perpetual Help: Mrs. O. B., Cal., $1. Total, $1,915.05. 


Our Lady of Lourdes: Mrs. B. H., Conn., $1; Mrs. C. L., Cal., $1. 
Total, $1,785.55. 


St. Christopher: R. C. F., N. Y., $2.50; Mrs. O. B., Cal., $1.50. 
Total, $1,766.05. 
St. Francis of Assisi: Mrs. McL., Conn., $5. Total, $1,682.30. 
Little Flower: Mrs. M. A., N. Y., $1; M. D., N. Y., $1; Mrs. C. L. O., 
Cal., $1; Miss N. F., Pa., $1; C. B., N. Y., $4; Mrs. W., Kans., $1. Total, 
$1,538.2 S. 
Sacred Shoulder: Anon., $1. Total, $1,097.20. 
Father Drumgoole: Mrs. W. N., Mass., 35c. Total, $945.55. 
Our Lady of the Atonement: A. J. L., Mass., $5; Mrs. T. 
; Mr. and Mrs. F., N. Y., $8; F. O. M., Wisc., $10; M. F., N. : 
if, O. H., Ohio, $1; Mrs. M. M., N. Y., $1; K. D., Mass., $1; Anon., 
Conn., $1. Total, $841.39. 
St. Matthias: Mr. W. N., Mass., 35c. Total, $670.25. 
Holy Face: Mrs. O. B., Cal., $1; Anon., $1. Total, $551.55. 
Father Baker: Miss J. D., N. Y., $2. Total, $510.35. 
Precious Blood: Mrs. C. L. O., Cal., $1. Total, $468.70. 
Blessed Sacrament: Mrs. E. A. McC., N. Y., $3; Mrs. C. L. O., Cal. 
$1. Total, $456.83. 
Our Lady of Prompt Succor: Mrs. O. B., Cal., $3. Total, $357.30. 
St. Margaret Mary: Mrs. J. S., N. Y., $1. Total, $274.55. 
Five Wounds:. Anon., $1. Total, $269.45. 
Archangel Raphael: Mrs. C. L. O., Cal. $1 
Sacred Head: Anon., $1. Total, $136.45. 
Mother Lurana, S.A.: Mrs. F. S., Mont., $1. Total, $91.75. 
St. Teresa of Avila: Mrs. C. L. O., Cal., $1. Total, $51.60. 
Our Lady of the Rosary: Mrs. R. F., N. Y., $5; Mrs. C. L. O., Cal, 
$1. Total, $41.25. 
Our Lady of Victory: Mrs. C. L. O., Cal. $1. Total, $20.50. 





# 


Total, $226.40. 


Besides the Burses listed here, we have a number of other Uncom- 
pleted Burses which we are obliged to omit from our published list when 
there are no offerings for them to be recorded. However, we list them 
now and will do so occasionally in the future as a reminder so that our 
friends may have an opportunity to assist in building them up to com- 
pletion. These Burses are: 

Pius X, St. Rita, Hope, St. John the Baptist, Immaculate Concep- 
tion, Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal, Infant of Prague, Holy Souls, 
St. Michael, Holy Spirit, Brother Jude, Sorrowful Mother, St. Patrick, 


Holy Family, Brother Philip, Most Holy Trinity, Blessed Mother Cabrini, 


Brother Anthony, St. Paul, Brother Andre, Catherine Tekakwitha, 
St. Gerard Majella, Pius XI, St. Clare. 
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S. A. This program originates in 
the studios of WMCA, New York. 
on Saturdays at 3:05 p. m., and can 
also be heard from WMEX, Boston, 
on Wednesdays at 1:30 p. m. Those 
who observe the Church Unity 
Octave will find the addresses help- 
ful towards the deepening of their 
devotion in prayers for Unity, and 
others may be led to observe the 
Octave on learning about its origin 
and growth. 


* * * * 


Another radio program of great 
interest to our readers will be the 
Church of the Air broadcast on Sun- 
day, January 21st, which will be 
devoted to the Church Unity Oc- 
tave. The Reverend Dr. Thomas 
J. McMahon, National Secretary of 
the Catholic Near East Welfare As- 
sociation, will speak from New 
York, and there will be choral of- 
ferings by the choirs of the Friars 
of the Atonement and St. Michael’s 
Russian Chapel in Manhattan. This 
broadcast will reach all sections of 
the country, although it originates 
in New York at 1:00 p. m. It will 
also be broadcast by short wave to 
army posts and naval centers 
throughout the world. 


x * * * 


The Church Unity Octave will 
open at Graymoor with Solemn 
Mass in the Byzantine Rite, to be 
celebrated by His Excellency, 
Bishop Senyshyn, on January 18. 
Thereafter during the Octave there 
will be a solemn Mass each morn- 
ing and a Holy Hour each evening, 
dedicated to fervent prayer for 
Christian Unity. Sermons on the 
Octave intentions will be given by 
eight of the Fathers. 

The Church Unity Octave Com- 
mittee in Washington, ably headed 
by Frater Lewis, S. A., announces 
a list of prominent speakers on the 
various Daily Intentions for the 
nationally important observance of 
the Octave to take place at the 
Shrine of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion, Catholic University. Among 
them are the Rt. Rev. Monsignor 
Fulton J. Sheen and the Rev. Dr. 











By P. O’Neill 


From lofty Graymoor Mountain 

Where brown-robed Brothers pray, 
Clear as a crystal fountain 

A song poured forth one day. 
The rich voice of the singer 

Rolled down the mountainside 
Where listening pilgrims linger— 

Then echoed far and wide. 


Here in a distant city 
The echo reached its goal; 
I heard the sacred chorus 
Deep down within my soul. 
For him who did the singing, 
Dear Lord, Thy blessings be, 
For all the joy he’s bringing 
To lonely souls like me. 





—Boston Post. 








Thomas J. McMahon. Father Igna- 
tius Smith, O.P., will be the preacher 
at the Solemn Armenian Liturgy to 
be held at the Shrine on Sunday, 
January 21, at which the Most Rev. 
Arsene Turquetil, O. M. I., Titular 
Bishop of Ptolemais will preside. 
The Very Rev. Archpriest Paschal 
Maljian of New York will officiate, 
assisted by Father Stephan Stepan- 
ian of Philadelphia and Father 
Lorenz Kogy of Boston. The daily 
Octave services are at eight in the 
evening, while the Sunday observ- 
ance will be at 11 a. m. 


* * * * 


The Christmas story was told 
anew in the Ave Maria Broadcast 
of Sunday, December 24, in which 
the Friars Choir took part. Rever- 
ently conceived and executed, the 
dramatization was based on the old 
Franciscan narrative of the Crib 
for the Christ Child that St. Francis 
fashioned at Grecchio. As each 
sentence of the Nativity Gospel 
was read, the events recorded of 
Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem, the 
birth of the Christ Child and the 
adoration of the Shepherds were 
portrayed in skillful fashion. Choral 
numbers, liturgical and traditional 


in nature, provided a fitting back- 
ground for the beautiful tale of the 
first Christmas. 

As in past years, the high note 
of Christmas festivities at Gray- 
moor was reached in the solemn- 
ities of the High Mass sung at mid- 
night at Saint John’s Church and 
the Friary Chapel. The former 
was thronged by a capacity con- 
gregation of people from the vicin- 
ity, including many non-Catholics. 
Father Bede, S. A., delivered a 
sermon that emphasized the inner 
meaning of the Feast of the Nativ- 
ity, a day of hope and joy for all 
believers, who like the Shepherds 
had come to worship Christ the 
Lord. The Father Guardian spoke 
at the Community Mass at Mid- 
night in St. Francis’ Chapel, point- 
ing out that the peace that Christ 
came on earth to bring was above all 
things else an inner peace of the 
spirit, for which all religious should 
constantly strive. 

In Washington, our Friars pro- 
vided the music of the Midnight 
Mass held in the great Crypt of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception. In addition, there were 
solemn Masses at midnight in the 
Seminary Chapel and in the chapel 
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of the Washington Retreat House, 
which adjoins it. 
of * ok od 

A plan which had its inception at 
Lake Charles, Louisiana, under the 
sponsorship of the Catholic Daugh- 
ters of America for a crusade of 
prayer to promote an increase of 
religious vocations among. our 
young people, has been widely ac- 
claimed and endorsed by many 
dignitaries of the Church. Practic- 
ally, the plan calls for “a perpetual 
rosary in honor of Our Mother of 
Grace for vocations.” 

It is a truly inspiring idea and 
will be fruitful of great results for 
the Church as well as for the sancti- 
fication of all the good people who 
participate in praying for a greater 
increase in the number of those 
aspiring to serve God in holy reli- 
gion. We would like to see the 
plan adopted by the faithful friends 
of Graymoor, so that we may be 
the more intimately blessed with 
the great spiritual benefit of prepar- 
ing the hearts and minds of young 
men in greater numbers to serve 
God as Franciscan Friar Priests of 
the Atonement. God’s grace is the 
principal requirement in a vocation, 
but to obtain that grace we must ask 
for it in prayer. 

We know that many of our 
friends are not only mindful to pray 
for vocations to our Graymoor com- 
munity, but in addition, they recog- 
nize the problem of the mainte- 
nance and tuition costs which must 
be met in the case of the many poor 
boys who aspire to the religious 
life. This is evident in the con- 
tributions to our Students’ Bread 
Fund. God will bless them for 
their charity. 

Contributions to our Student’s 
Bread Fund were received from: 

J. S. N. Y¥., $10; L. M., Me. $5; 
SA. 8, YH: A By, M. YX. Bs 
Anon., $1; Anon., $1.40; A. P., N. Y.. 
$1; Mrs. J. H., W. Va., $20; M. C. D., 
N. Y., $1; Sr. M. DeS., W. Va., $100: 
Mrs. DeM., N. Y., $5; J. and H. D., 
Ohio, $5; Anon., $10.85; P. M., N. J., 
$5; Miss H., Pa., $1; R. U., N. Y., $10; 
Mr. and Mrs. J. G., N. Y., $5; Anon., 
$1; Mrs. F. S., Mont., $11; Mrs. A. N., 
N. Y., $3; W. W., N. Y., $42; Miss H., 
N. Y., $4. 








Inuoke St. Anthony 
Through the 
Perpetual Novena 


al Graymoor 





Of the hundreds of letters which come to us every month 
bespeaking gratitude and thanksgiving to God for favors granted 
through Saint Anthony’s intercession, we can give space to but 
a few—very few, but one and all bear witness to the wonderful 
efficacy of prayer in ameliorating the trials or afflictions which 
beset us in our daily living. These letters from the Clients of 
the Wonder-Working Saint are in themselves eloquent testimony 
of the great influence which the dear Saint enjoys before the 
Throne of Heaven for those who approach him in faith and 
confidence with their petitions. 

Besides sending petitions to be prayed for at Saint Anthony’s 
Shrine on the Mount of the Atonement, petitioners should invoke 
the Wonder-Worker in their own private devotions, go to con- 
fession and receive Holy Communion one or more times during 
the course of the Novena. 


From among the many letters expressing gratitude for Divine 
favors received we append the following: 


A. G., Windsor, Canada: I am enclosing offering for St. Anthony's 
Bread Fund in gratitude for favors received through St. Anthony’s 
intercession. 

Mrs. A. F., Brooklyn, N. Y.: Sometime ago a woman friend of 
mine came to see me very upset, telling me she was in danger of losing 
her position; in fact they had already informed her she would. I told 
her to pray to St. Anthony with confidence and also to promise a dona- 
tion for bread for his poor. At first she really thought it impossible to 
have this request granted. However, I said I would pray with her and 
this sort of encouraged her. At the time she promised a donation. Well, 
Father, about two months passed, each week looking for the lay-off in 
her work. Then one day she came to me and said she was astonished to 
hear her position became permanent by an act of law and it would be 
hers while she lived. She has no doubt that St. Anthony obtained this 
great favor for her 

Mrs. M. G., Roxbury, Mass.: I have been listening to your program 
for some time now and as I have always had St. Anthony as my favorite 
I am sending you an offering which I have promised for a favor granted. 

E. O’H., Milwaukee, Wis.: Enclosed please find offering for bread 
for the poor promised St. Anthony for a great favor granted by him. 
He has so often helped me when in trouble. 


Address Your Petitions to: 
FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE ATONEMENT 
Mount of the Atonement 


Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 
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by the Light of the Lamp 


By Reverend Bede MacEachen, S.A. 
Yd 


“Blessed are they that search His testimonies: that seek Him with their whole heart.” Psalm 118, 2. 


What is meant by the Immaculate Conception? 


























Does it refer to the Blessed Virgin? Why not to Our 
Lord?—S. S., N. Y. 


supreme authority of the Pope—who worship God in 
eight different major rites, that is, eight varieties of 


ways of performing the various services of worship. 
th : . _ From very early ages of the Christian era it has been 
on The doctrine of the Immaculate Conception means customary to speak of the Eastern or Oriental Church 
ut that the Blessed Virgin Mary did not contract original and of the Western Church. The Western Church 
ul ° ° ° ° 2 . é 4 : ° 
nh 7 “4 its ag ye = and — heer = rom presents three rites: the Latin, the Mozarabic, and the 
iately upon its creation, was adorne i - 4 Re 4 ; 
of vated 08 Gulstesk tle ces be commend 6 Ambrosian. The remaining five rites are Eastern or 
ny : sil alagea =e hype ping Oriental. Each one of these rites, except the Armen- 
he hereditary disease — eeaat an : oo me Ce ian, is followed by two or more groups of Catholics. 
nd scendants of Adam. e Diessed Virgin did not con- Foo, group is said to be ecclesiastically autonomous. 
tract the moral disease of original sin. At its creation The Maronite rite is one of three varieties of the 
y's her sou] was raised to the supernatural order. More- Antiochene Rite. They form an autonomous group 
ke over, in addition to the wonderful privilege of the ith the Maronite Patriarch of Antioch, in Syria, at 
on- Immaculate Conception, Mary received singular graces their head, who in turn receives jurisdiction from the 
ing and gifts, of an order even higher than were those Apostolic See. These people speak an Arabic dialect 
which Adam had received. That this doctrine has been Although Syriac is the language of the Steneninn 
ine — od _ = me es firmly = mewwney liturgy, yet Arabic is also used to a certain extent in 
e i - A ah oena Promulgated by FOP* their ceremonies. There are nine dioceses with resident 
ny’s on a Pro a. te - Tee ta i lk Clad bishops; eight vicariates come under the jurisdiction 
ny’s eng —— 8 of the Patriarch. In the United States there are about 
“ , forty churches of the Maronite rite. There is the same 
| of . amnangs vee Sacred ey oe — a number of priests. Since there is no bishop of the 
sing ihe enigdl gad echiadlicng - vadieadage “6 wre i ,, Maronite rite in this country, the priests and faithful 
told _— of Jesus, because He was not begotten through are subject to the Latin bishops in whose diocese they 
sane the ordinary human channels. Jesus had no human live 
e to father. On the other hand, Mary was the child of ‘ 
and Joachim and Anne. But Jesus was the Child of Mary x * ok Ok 
“ee and of the Holy Spirit. What is the difference between secular and religious 
.d to . ¢ * ® priests?—. M., N. J. 
d be Who are the Maronites>? What is meant by the The words secular and religious refer to mode of 
this Maronite Rite ?—A. L., Mass. life. The secular clergy live in the world among the 
aie The term ‘Maronite’ has both a racial and a religious faithful. They are also called diocesan or parochial 
a meaning. From the viewpoint of race, the Maronites clergy. By these latter terms reference is made to 
nted. are Syrians. It is only in an improper manner that their field of labor—the care of souls. On the other 
wer ‘Maronite’ denotes racial stock. More properly speak- hand, religious clerics are set apart from the life of the 


him. 


ing, the Maronites are those Syrians who belong to the 
Maronite Rite. They number about 400,000. With 
the exception of about 90,000 who migrated to the 
United States and Canada, and with the addition of 
smal] numbers to be found in other parts of the world, 
Maronites live on the eastern shore of the Mediter- 
fanean: in the Lebanon, on the island of Cyprus, in 
Palestine, and in Egypt. 

To approach the second question from the vantage 
ground of clarity and order, it will be helpful to the 
teader to be reminded that the Catholic Church em- 
braces many nations and tongues—united under the 





general faithful by their mode of life. In earlier times 
only members of Orders were called regulars. Many 
of these were cloistered; others belonged to com- 
munities of which the members scarcely engaged at all 
in work outside of their monastic confines. In modern 
times the religious congregations have entered more 
and more into the work of the active ministry, such as 
preaching missions, conducting retreats, teaching, etc. 
The vocation of these priests is really a twofold one: 
to the religious life and to the priesthood. Members 
of religious congregations cannot be ordained until they 
are finally professed in their religious Institute. 








By Reuerend Samuel Cummings, S.A. 


HILE definitions of the 
Liturgy have been legion 
and Catholic papers, 


magazines and books have amply 
discussed the Liturgy, there are still 
far too many who have only the 
foggiest notions of what the Liturgy 
is. There are many others who are 
egregiously mistaken in their con- 
ception of the nature of the Liturgy. 
The commonest error confuses the 
Liturgy with rubrics. For the clergy 
this is occasioned by the fact that 
the study of rubrics of the breviary 
and the missal, the shape of vest- 
ments and church buildings, the 
proper furniture for the sanctuary 
are all grouped under the title of 
Liturgy in the one year seminary 
course. The laity know less be- 
cause they are left uninstructed. 
But Liturgy is not rubrics and 
rubrics do not constitute Liturgy. 

Another common delusion is that 
Gregorian chant is of the essence 
of the Liturgy. This delusion is 
common to choir directors, organ- 
ists and amateur musicians. Some 
of these individuals even hold that 
unless Gregorian is used and 
ancient Gregorian at that, there is 
little sense in attending Mass at all. 
In their ignorance they look down in 
hearty contempt at polyphony and 
at the correct and suitable Masses 
and motets which are being com- 
posed every day. But Liturgy and 
chant are not identical. 

Many confuse Liturgy with archi- 
tecture. Wherever you go you hear 
from the dilletantes, “This church 
is Liturgical because when saying 
Mass the celebrant faces the East. 
That church is non-liturgical be- 
cause it contains gaudy plaster 
statues and meretricious ornaments. 
This altar—it has a flat mensa, cir- 
cular tabernacle and six bronze 
candlesticks—is liturgical; that one 


is not because it has a_ horrid 
reredos, three gradines, a flock of 
electric lights, and four vases of 
artificial flowers.” But the truth of 
the matter is that any altar upon 
which Mass is said is liturgical. 
Finally there are the savants to 
whom Liturgy is archaeology or 
history or symbolism. These people 
feel that there should be a return 
to what they term primitive Chris- 
tian service. They would like to 
have an agape. They want all 
churches to be built like basilicas 
or catacombs or best of all become 
like most ancient synagogues. 
Roman vestments are taboo because 
they are modern; we should use the 
more ancient Gothic. To them the 
Mass to a great extent is an his- 
torical survival and the Liturgy is 
a reproduction of what the earliest 
Christians did. They forget that 
the Church is timeless, ever ancient 
and ever new, as Christ her Head 
is timeless and ever ancient and 
ever new. They do not take into 


account the modern Masses of 
Christ the King, of Christ the 
Priest. They forget the modern 


blessings of automobiles, of type- 
writers, of airplanes, of printing 
presses. 

Rubrics and archaeology, chant 
and symbolism, architecture and 
art are all handmaidens of the 
Liturgy but in themselves they are 
not the Liturgy. You can have the 
Liturgy without any one of these 
or only one of these or all of these 
without the Liturgy. 

Liturgy comprises so much; it is 
so wonderful, so spiritual, that its 
meaning can hardly be set down in 
human words. The Liturgy is the 
prolongation of the Redemption; it 
is the way in which Christ fulfills 
His promise to be with us all days 
even to the end of the world; it is 


the continuous offering, consecra- 
tion and immolation of Christ the 
Divine Victim to His Heavenly 
Father for the sins of Mankind; it 
is the social prayer of the Church, 
the Mystical Body with Christ ai 
her Head; it is the prayer of Christ 
Himself. 

The Liturgy is the prolongation 
of the Redemption. For througa 
the sacrifice of the Mass the Sacri- 
fice of Calvary is renewed in every 
age and every nation. We do not 
intend to discuss here just how the 
Mass is the renewal of the Sacrifice 
of Calvary, how the Mass is the 
Sacrifice of Calvary, and how the 
Sacrifice of Calvary offered 2000 
years ago, and the Sacrifice of the 
Mass offered thousands of times 
daily, is one Sacrifice. Suffice it to 
say that such is the case. 

Christ lives, or must be con 
sidered to live, in three different 
modes or manners of existence. 
First, there is the historic Christ 
Who physically came to earth two 
thousand years ago. He was bom 
at Bethlehem, taught at Galilee and 
Judea, suffered and died upon Cal- 
vary and ascended to His Father 
from Mount Olivet. In His cor 
poreal body Christ is no longer with 
us. He is reigning triumphantly in 
Heaven. Then there is the Sacra 
mental Christ, Jesus Who lives with 
us in the Blessed Sacrament of ou 
altars. But it is not in His Sacra 
mental presence that Christ prom 
ised to dwell with us. This we cat 
easily see from the fact that in the 
very early Church there were 
tabernacles and the sacred species 
were not reserved. Finally ther 
is the liturgical or mystical Christ 
the Head of the Church Who from 
the very beginning until the vey 
end of time has been working at 
continues to work and will work ou 
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redemption. But He is One and 
the Same Lord under three differ- 
ent aspects. 

Christ in the Liturgy is awaited 
with intense longing through the 
holy season of Advent. He is born 
anew on Christmas day. He is cir- 
cumcised and sheds the first drops 
of His Sacred Blood for us at New 
Years; He manifests His glory on 
the feast of the Epiphany; He dies 
on Good Friday and rises in glory 
on Easter Sunday. For the Chris- 
tian, the celebration of Liturgical 
Feasts is not a mere commemora- 
tion of historical events, such as 
would be the celebration of Wash- 
ington’s birthday or the Declara- 
tion of Independence. It is a real, 
though mystical, re-living of the 
whole life of our Saviour. Christ 
lives in His Mystical Body the 
Church, and in so living is present 
with her at all times even to the 
boundless stretches of eternity. 

The Liturgy is prayer. It is the 
raising of the mind and heart to 
God to adore Him, to thank Him 
for His goodness, to beg His pardon 
for sins committed and to request 
His help. Preachers time and 
again deplore the tendency of the 
faithful to consider prayer as peti- 
tion and petition alone. The com- 
mon phrase is that too often our 
prayer manifests our grasping 
nature. True prayer, correct prayer, 
good prayer has a very definite 
rhythm. In every prayer that is 
correctly constructed there is what 
might be termed the upswing and 
the down beat. By that I mean 
that prayer first of all gives adora- 
tion to God and then draws down 
blessings and graces upon man. 
The Pater Noster, for instance, is 
composed of seven petitions, the 
first three of which express desire 
for the increased Glory of God and 
the prevailing of His Will upon 
earth. The last four are requests 
for aid both temporal and spiritual 
for man. The Divine Office is con- 
cerned almost entirely with the 
praise of God; thé Mass of the 
Catechumens is divided in the same 
way. First the Psalms, the Con- 
fiteor, the Collects, the Kyrie and 
the Gloria are primarily praise of 


God; the Epistle and the Gospel 
are destined primarily for the 
instruction of the faithful. In the 
Mass of the Faithful the Preface, 
the Offertory, and the Canon up to 
and including the Pater Noster is 
designed primarily to render to God 
the adoration and homage that is 





Out of the Depths 


Be merciful, dear Lord, 
I cry to Thee 

Hear Thou my suppliant prayer! 
Remember me! 

Thy judgments, Lord, are just. 
Unworthy I 

To see Thy face . 
God Most High. 


- +» Yet, Mercy! 


O Love, I long for Thee! 
Tremendous loss! 

Burn fiercer yet ye fires, 
Purge quick the dross. 

My straining soul would burst 
This flaming world 

And eagle-winged would beat 
Its way to God. 


Yet if thou bearest still 
The leper’s blight, 
O soul, be fiercely purged 
Till beauteous light 
Hath vestured thee complete .. . 
Then, happy me! 
Eternal rest, dear Lord, 
With Thee, with Thee. 
—Capt. Robert J. Hearn, 
Chaplain Overseas. 











His due; the conclusion of the Mass 
from the Communion to the Last 
Gospel is designed for the blessing 
of man. Of course there are over- 
lappings and in the adoration of 
God there are included petitions 
for men and in the petitions for men 
there is adoration of God, but in 
general this division holds true. 
The Liturgy therefore is the best 
form of prayer for the clergy and 
the faithful because it conforms 
perfectly to the four ends of all 
prayer. 

Prayer, adoration, thanksgiving 
must be rendered to God by every 
individual man because every indi- 


vidual man is the creature of God’s 
Hand. God created the social body 
of men who fill the earth and enjoy 
the fruits thereof. Therefore man- 
kind as a social body, mankind in 
general must render homage to God. 
The Liturgy is the social prayer 
of the Church. It is the Official 
Latria rendered by mankind as a 
group. 

Man is a social animal and can 
assure his self preservation and at- 
tain his salvation only in society. 
As Christ Himself said, no man 
lives to himself and no man dies to 
himself. No individual being is 
self-sufficient just as no nation is 
self-sufficient. For our very life 
we are dependent upon our neigh- 
bors and they are dependent upon 
us. By nature we are gregarious— 
by nature we are social. The work 
of men is best done in organized 
groups, for in organization the 
energies of the individual can be 
correlated, directed and most ef- 
ficiently utilized. Today as never 
before this truth is clear. Ships, 
automobiles, airplanes, buildings, 
bread, coffee, sugar, meat, clothes, 
shoes, radio and furniture—in a 
word everything we have — is 
produced not by the individual but 
by groups, sometimes by groups of 
thousands of individuals. The same 
state of affairs holds true in the 
spiritual life. No man lives to 
himself — no man dies to himself. 
The spiritual goodness of one man 
affects the whole body of Christ— 
the moral perversion of another 
harms the Mystical Body, the 
Church. So since we are social be- 
ings we must render social service. 
And just as society is much more 
important than an individual mem- 
ber so is the social service, the 
Liturgy, much more important than 
the devotion of any one individual. 

Most important of all is the fact 
that the Liturgy is the prayer which 
Christ, the second person of the 
Blessed Trinity offers eternally to 
His Heavenly Father. When we 
gather in Church for the Divine 
Office, when we offer the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass, when we 
bless our food before and after 
meals, when we join in any of the 
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blessings contained in the ritual, we 
pray and we bless. But we pray 
and we bless not alone and, as it 
were, by our own merits, but in 
union with all the living members 
of the Church, with all the holy 
bishops, priests, monks, nuns and 
saints upon earth, with all of the 
Church suffering in Purgatory-- 
with all the Apostles, Martyrs, and 
Virgins in Heaven. And that 
prayer is no longer ours for it is 
taken by Christ into His own 
Sacred Hands and presented as His 
prayer and His blessing to God, our 
Father upon His Heavenly Throne. 
Think how powerful a prayer the 
Liturgy is. It is the petition of 
Christ Himself! 


And this is why it is better for 
the faithful to take their part in 
the Liturgy. For when they make 
use of private devotions—when for 
instance instead of participating in 
the Mass they say the Rosary, they 
pray alone and the value and the 
efficacy of their prayers depends to 
a very large degree upon their own 
merits, but when they use the mis- 
sal and actively fulfill the functions 
of the priesthood that are proper to 
them, the prayers and the sacrifice 
that they offer are no longer theirs 
but they are caught up in the prayer 
of Christ and offered to God by 
Him. 


It must be remembered, however, 
that despite the value of the Liturgy 
and the great power of the prayer 
of Christ, there still remains a very 
definite place for private devotions. 
One could not hold that private or 
non-liturgical devotions should be 
abolished, curtailed or contemned. 
For while it is true that as a social 
being man must offer social wor- 
ship, as an individual he must offer 
also individual praise. Individual 
differs from individual, and person- 
ality differs from personality, and 
private prayers can and do assist 
individuals in their struggle for per- 
fection. But just as the individual 
is secondary to society, and just as 
the common good must be preferred 
to individual welfare, so must 
private devotions be secondary to 
the Liturgy. 
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Books reviewed below can be ordered through our Graymoor Press, 
Peekskill, N. Y. 


WARRIOR IN WHITE. By Mary 
Fabyan Windeatt. New York: Sheed 
and Ward 
A vivid sketch de- 

signed It tells 

of the life of Blessed John Masias, a 

Dominican lay-brother and contempo- 

Blessed Martin de 

From his youthful days in Spain until 

his old age as the gatekeeper and dis- 


$1.75. 
biographical 
for the junior reader. 


rary of Porres. 


penser of alms for the Dominican Con- 
vent in Lima, Blessed John’s life was 
one of humble prayer and service mo- 
tivated by the two-fold charity of love 
of God neighbor. The 
style is brisk and modern. B Gea 


and love of 


CHURCH HISTORY IN THE 
LIGHT OF THE SAINTS. By 
Joseph A. Dunney. New York: The 
Macmillan Co. $2.75. 

While ascribing to the fallacy 
that History is the record of the 
achievements of great men against the 
background of their Father 
Dunney’s work indicates that we can 
learn much about the story of man- 
kind through an analysis of its champ- 
ions. In twenty-one chapters he re- 
cords the factors that helped and hin- 
dered Christian heroes in the missions 
The figures por- 


not 


times, 


God assigned them 
trayed move against a background of 
and economic 


stirring political, social 








WANTED— 
To help educate Friar Missionaries, 


DONATIONS OF 


STAMPS 


War Savings, auto, new issues, can- 
celled or unused, of Postage U. S. 
and Foreign, also those old ones 
out of the trunk in the attic (left 
on envelopes). 

Wrap well and send by Parcel 
Post to: 

THE STAMP BUREAU 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 
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changes, as well as revolts and attacks 
the Church. Certainly this 
volume should attain a place on every 
library shelf to augument and enliven 
the records of documentary history. 


against 


D. D. 
THESE ARE OUR FREEDOMS. By 
Sister M. Charlotte, R. S. M. and 
Mary Synon, LL.D.. Boston: Ginn 


and Co. (for the Catholic University 
of America.) $1.44. 

A reading schools, 
designed to inculcate respect for the 
principle of religious free- 
dom in connection with courses in the 
Selections for reading 
prepared 
writings of George 
those of Archbishop 
Human values are stressed 
The page 
arrangement, illustrations in color and 
in black and white, and type variations 


text for use in 


American 


upper grades. 
those 
the 
Washington to 


aside from specially 


range from 
Spellman. 
in the historical selections. 


make the textbook an attractive vol- 
ume. M. G. 
MARY, MY MOTHER. By Sister 


Mary Jean Dorcy, O. P. New York: 
Sheed and Ward. $1.00. 

This is an accomplishment of merit 
field of devotional 
It tells of Mary’s prerogatives 


in the juvenile 
works. 
and graces in language a tiny tot can 
understand. It emphasizes the need of 
filial devotion to her in a fashion that 
is accurate without being catechetical. 


D. D. 


LITTLE QUEEN. By Mary Fabyan 
Windeatt. New York: Sheed and 
Ward. $2.00. 

The “Little Queen” is Saint Therese 
cf Lisieux, whose growth in holiness 
as a cloistered nun is well reported. 
The story is designed to serve as an 
antidote to the hidden poison so often 
proffered to our young people through 
comic strips and books. The message 
of the Little Flower is like a flash of 
lightning that sweep away the 
false and nauseous notions of holiness 
in a world that labors not to under- 
B. F. 


can 


stand. 
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M ission Field Protlems 


W J E, Missionaries, have to 
Be Everything to the Na- 
tives, if we hope to bring 

them to the feet of Our Lord, and 
to keep them there. And so we 
undertake, not only to instruct and 
teach Catechism to them, not only 
to care for the sick, wounded, lepers, 
or the babies—these are the works 
which most people connect with a 
Missioner’s life —but our efforts 
and undertakings have to be more 
far-reaching than that. Why? Be- 
cause at the present time, the 
people in Southern Nigeria demand 
and expect more. If the Catholic 
Church cannot meet their demands, 
what will the natives do? Wel- 
come the Protestant Missionaries 
who already have a very strong 
foothold in some sections of the 
country. When the Catholic Church 
enters a land after the Protestants, 
she has a much harder task to face 
than when she penetrates as its 
pioneer Missioners. 

Today the great demand, in our 
section of the country, is for educa- 
tion. Girls’ Education in these 
parts is, comparatively speaking, a 
new development. Civilization in 
all countries invariably begins with 
the education of the men and boys, 
and rightly so, for are not the men 
the Leaders of the Nation? As 
Missionaries penetrate into pagan 
lands, as they begin to bring the 
people to know and love Christ, as 
the country begins to develop and 
the traders find their way in, the 
pagan tribes, hitherto unconscious 
of a civilization, are faced with the 
immediate problem of dealing with 
the White man. Unfortunately they 
are not able to understand or to 
grasp the fact that they have to 
deal with other human beings, who, 
although living at the same time as 
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Editor’s Note: 


We are giving space to a few 
letters for the purpose of bringing 
to the attention of our readers 
some of the problems confronting 
the priests and sisters laboring in 
the Mission Fields at home and 
abroad. It is our hope too, that 
many will be moved in charity to 
extend to the Missionaries a help- 
ing hand in their need. 











themselves, are hundreds of years 
in advance of pagan development. 
When the Natives have been able 
to raise themselves up, through 
education, at least to appreciate and 
strive for their own improvement, 
then they are able to understand 
better and to cope with the less 
strange ways of the rest of man- 
kind. It is here that the desire to 
“know book,” begins, and it is here 
that the Catholic Church (and, as a 
matter of fact, the Protestant 
Churches as well) undertakes to 
open schools for the children, in ad- 
dition to their Catechism classes 
among the people. Gradually into 
these schools, girls find their way. 
The men want their wives educated. 
The boys want their sisters to join 
the classes. Thus the idea of Girls’ 
Education develops and the Nuns 
establish the schools for this pur- 
pose. 


In 1930, the Society of the Holy 
Child Jesus sent three Sisters to 
undertake Girls’ education among 
the African children in the Calabar 
Prefecture, South Nigeria, British 
West Africa. The Society founded 
for the education of girls, had, up 
to that date, confined its labors to 
England, America, France, Switzer- 
land and Italy. In answer to an 


appeal, the Mother General ac- 
cepted this work as her one foreign- 
missionary endeavor, realizing that 
it was our Holy Father’s great wish 
that each Religious Order under- 
take at least one mission. 

At the present time we have four- 
teen Sisters actually on the mission- 
field, three preparing to enter it very 
shortly, and two hoping to retura 
to their labors after a few months’ 
retreat in the States. We have 
seventeen schools of various types 
in Nigeria, and supervise the train- 
ing of more than two thousand chil- 
dren, besides our various Cate- 
chetical endeavors among the 
women, and the establishing of a 
Native Sisterhood. This latter 
work took some years in develop- 
ing and actually came into existence 
in 1937, and there are now five Pro- 
fessed Sisters, one Novice and six 
Postulants, all of whom are doing a 
wonderful work and on whom we 
depend a great deal. These Sisters 
are entitled Handmaids of the Holy 
Child, and will eventually be a self- 
governing Community, although 
that day is not yet in sight. The 
Natives have great respect for their 
own Sisters but the idea of an 
African woman leading such a life 
is still quite foreign to them. 

In 1932, hospital and dispensary 
work were begun at Anua, and when 
the first three Medical Missionaries 
of Mary came to Calabar with the 
hopes of beginning their missionary 
labors in Nigeria, we turned the 
hospital work to them and kept the 
schools in our hands. 

Three years ago our Prefect 
Apostolic, Msgr. James J. Moynagh, 
asked us to open a School where 
he could send girls from the ages of 
twelve to—say, thirty! who have 
little or no knowledge of “book,” 





(Contributions to Missionary causes mentioned here may be sent to the Union-That-Nothing-Be-Lost, Graymoor, 
Garrison, N. Y., or directly to the missionaries concerned.) 
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but who wish to lead good lives 
and at the same time be taught ways 
of earning a living. The priests 
find that any number of growing 
girls and young women are practic- 
ally forced into sin in order to gain 
food and clothing for themselves. 
Thus our Technical School was 
begun. Two of the Native Sisters 
take charge of the work and we 
visit every two or three weeks, 
spending three or four days at a 
time, supervising and helping them. 
The girls are being taught farming, 
sewing, cooking, preserving, house- 
keeping, etc., along with a little 
knowledge of the three “R’s”, and 
of course classes in Catechism. 
Periods of instruction and Legion of 
Mary meetings are held regularly. 
There are those who are able and 
who will be glad to send a little— 
or a big—donation to enable us to 
carry on the work. Let them know 
that for every dollar sent there will 
be many grateful prayers offered 
for their intentions. 

The Propagation of the Faith or 
the Union-That-Nothing-Be-Lost 
will be delighted to receive and to 
send on to us any monetary dona- 
tions for our cause, and gifts in kind 
will be accepted most gratefully by 
the Reverend Mother Superior, Con- 
vent of the Holy Child Jesus, 630 
Riverside Drive, New York City, 
who will be delighted to see that 
we receive your offering. 


—Mother M. Assumpta, R.H.C.]. 
* * * a 


We are in a very great need of a 
small hospital, able to accommodate 
50 to 60 inside patients and at least 
10 maternity cases to replace the 


present small dispensary which ac- 
commodates only 9 inside patients 
and 2 maternity cases. 

The need of this small hospital 
is most urgent in order to alleviate 
the suffering amongst these poorest 
of the poor in a district where the 
nearest Protestant hospital is 75 
miles away and where the infant 
mortality is as high as 80 per cent 
with no medical help available. 

It is true our main work is to look 
after the spiritual welfare of our 
people who are anxious to embrace 
our holy religion. Their bodily 
welfare however, has been neg- 
lected too long and something must 
be done before it is too late. If we 
neglect it these people will look for 
their bodily consolation elsewhere 
to the detriment of our holy reli- 
gion. 

I most humbly and most earnestly 
appeal to you to help in the build- 
ing of this urgently needed hos- 
pital, a deserving cause of charity 
and to cooperate with me as true 
Samaritans which in these days 
constitutes the greatest propaganda 
for the kingdom of God in Central 
Africa. 

—Father P. Coenen, 

Catholic Mission, Nangina, P. O. 
Tororo, Genya, B. E. Africa. 


* * *” * 


The Central American Republics 
that for many years were totally 
Catholic countries, now face the 
danger of being lost to the Church, 
especially for two reasons: the 
great scarcity of priests and the in- 
creasing Protestant proselytism 
supported from the United States 
that is now being emphasized in 
these countries. 
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Consequently, with full confi- 
dence in the generous sentiments of 
your great country, the oldest 


brother of the American Repubilcs, 
I come to you in the name of my 
country, El Salvador, the smallest 
Republic of the continent, to appeal 
for assistance. 

The Interdiocesan Central Semi- 
nary of San Jose de la Montana 
(El Salvador) created by His Holi- 
ness Pius XI, has been signalized 
by His Holiness Pius XII, not only 
as “a definite promise,” but as “a 
full reality” for the Catholic Church 
in Central America. 

It is not only because of our 
extreme poverty that we dare to 
voice our plea. What troubles us 
most is the impossibility of com- 
pleting the construction of our Semi- 
nary, of which only half has been 
built; and especially the impos- 
sibility of receiving more semina- 
rians, because of lack of space and 
of funds to continue the works of 
the Seminary. 

We need about one hundred thou- 
sand dollars to complete the build- 
ing of our Seminary. Can you help 
us in some way? Any contribu- 
tion, no matter how small, will be 
of assistance to us. 

I assure you that the Church in 
El Salvador will regard with grati- 
tude whatever assistance is re- 
ceived from you; our Seminarians 
will pray for you; our faithful will 
have a new evidence of the spirit- 
ual brotherhood that links the 
Catholics of our Americas. 


Rev. Valentin Arrieta Gallegos, S.]., 


Representative of the Catholic 
Hierarchy of El Salvador, 4317 
12th St., N. E., Washington, D. C. 





correspondence. 
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HEN Miss Carlyn Carlisle 

\X/ tapped at the open hotel 

door, the Marines stopped 
talking and looked eagerly at the 
opening. Then there was a soft 
sigh and politely, one after an- 
other, the Marines were needed 
someplace else. Miss Carlyn Car- 
lisle, in spite of her romantic name, 
had little of attraction. She was a 
good, sound journalist. Leg-woman, 
she was termed at the newspaper 
office but the term had nothing tu 
do with the limbs. It merely 
meant that she was sent, on foot, 
after this story and that one, some 
worthless stories and, once in a 
while (due to her skillful treat- 
ment) a top-flight write-up. Her 
good tweed suit had done duty for 
the past eight years, rain and shine, 
and her stout shoes were built more 
for walking than eye-delight. She 
was forty-two and looked it. All 
of it. It didn’t make her feel any 
jollier, though, to see these Marines 
quietly tiptoe from the room as if 
in escape. 

“Larry Leever?” she asked the 
one sitting by the window. 

He grinned at her and waved her 
to the opposite chair. “You wil! 
excuse me—not rising, Ma’am. My 
hip was shattered and it is still 
kinda sore. No, I’m Frank Larkin- 
son. You were sent to get a write- 
up for the late Larry Leever?” 

“Late?” she asked, startled. 

He nodded casually. ‘“That’s 
tight. Since the others have gone 
along, it seems as if I’m elected to 
tell the yarn. Okay. Here goes. 


I was right there all the way.” 
She adjusted her spectacles and 
looked critically at her sharp pencil. 
“Those guys that just drifted out, 
Larry Leever and me—all of us 
Were put into the same squad down 
at Parris Island. When a Marine 





The Late Larry Leever 


By L. M. Mitchell 
* 


feels like griping about something, 
he always tells the story about the 
dead Marine who was asked by 
St. Peter, ‘Do ye want to go to Heil 
or Parris Island, Marine?’ And the 
dead Marine threw up his hands 
and pleaded, ‘Hell, Saint Peter, 
Hell!’ You get the general idea? 
Parris Island is nothing like Paris, 
France. When the weather’s warm 
any place else, it’s plain hot down 
there. When it rains other places, 
it pours like the Morton salt ad 
down there. But Larry never 
kicked too much. He was always 
so interested in everything that 
went on he didn’t seem to have time 
for griping the way the rest of us 
did. There was a little bulldog 
somebody had acquired and then 
had to leave on the Island. Larry 
was always feeding the pooch and 
brushing him and telling him every- 
thing was okay. Maybe the guy’u 
come back ’n get him when the war 
was done, eh, he’d ask the pup. The 
pup didn’t comprehend it but he 
made like he did. He was com- 
forted anyhow. ’n when the boots 
were turned out, Larry made a deal 
with a D. I.—that’s a Drill In- 
structor (they stay there for quite 
some time usually) —and Larry 
gets the promise from the D. I. to 
feed the bull pup and kinda make 
things pleasant for him, as Larry 
phrases it.” 

Carlyn was writing her notes 
swiftly but he stopped to give her 
time. 

“Well, Larry had been to college 
three years. He could have gone 
to officer’s candidate school if he’c 
asked for it. But when all the tests 
came along at the Island, we all 
said we’d take combat. I knew 
Larry’d string along with us. And 
he did. You kinda get a feeling 
for the friends you make in the 
Marines. Semper Fidelis, the motto 





is. The wise guys sometimes crack 
that it means, ‘You get yours and 
T’ll get mine’ but that’s not true. 
Always faithful, is what it tran- 
slates into and it’s the meaning, ail 
right. No Marine will ever admit 
it but it’s true. Me, I c’n admit it 
because I never did a thing to war- 
rant an honor badge but if Larry 
hadn’t been always faithful, there’d 
have been ten dead Marines on that 
life raft. And help not two hours 
distant!” 

He stopped to look out the win- 
dow at the wide park across the 
Boulevard. 

“Funny thing about Larry—he 
was never any place on time. Ii 
inspection was at six-forty-five, he d 
hop out of his sack at six-forty-six 
and how he got by with it, no one 
ever could tell, but he would jerk 
into his clothes and in four minutes 
flat he’d look slicker than a curly 
little blond cherub Sunday mornin: 
He’d slip into line and by the time 
they got down to yelping Leever, 
there he was to answer roll-call but 
if he was late, there’d be a split 
second’s pause before Lemden, that 
was the next guy, would say, 
‘Present!’ and then in a shrill voice 
he’d call himself in a minute later. 
You get what I mean, everybody 
was always that way about Larry. 
Maybe because he was so inter- 
ested in them and in the snapshots 
they’d get from home and in their 
girls and all. He was never what 
you'd call a popular guy with the 
fellows whooping ’er up, ‘Yeah, 
Larry!’ or anything like that. Thing 
was, they all liked him. Maybe 
you'd call it respect or something. 
Out in—uh—no name on this place, 
Miss! but out there Larry was 
always fixing up the places where 
we'd tent. Maybe we’d only be 
staying a week or ten days but he 
was always making things comfort- 
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“And then where we wasn’t looking came a little 
flutter-flutter — I bet I sound to you like a kindergarten 
teacher — talkin’ about the little birdies .. . 


able for other folks. Like the night 
the sergeant went out on a training 
hike with a raw bunch that had just 
shipped in for reinforcements. 
Larry strolled along the row of tents 
and laid out the sergeant’s sack— 
his bedding roll, you understand. 
Sarge never said a word about it 
but he was an old guy—mebbe 
forty or so. Those twenty-thirty 
mile hikes ain’t so easy even tf 
you’ve been a Marine for years and 
years. And for an old guy like 
that—well, Larry was always doing 
nice things like that. I betcha that 
Sarge was tickled pink to climb in 
with no more’n a grunt instead of 
having to fix everything for the 
night.” 

Then he 1 .ughed aloud. 

“He was late getting up next 
a. m. but the Sarge never said a 
word. Just kinda cleared his throat 
mad-like and gave out the details 
for the day. Larry was late on the 
mission. Almost. We all knew it 
was the most dangerous mission 
we'd made. The little fellows can 
lay right hefty mines under the 
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water. And when we shoved off, 
nobody noticed Larry wasn’t on 
time. Boat shoved off and out he 
runs into the water yelping, ‘Hey, 
hey, wait a minute, you guys!’ A 
dozen guys reach down into the 
water and take hold of his arms 
and he climbs and we pulls and 
whoop-ee—there he is all wet and 
laughing like someone’s fair-haired 
boy, all right, all right! The Sarge 
did get kinda ugly now. ‘You was, 
mebbe, out feedin’ th’ pigeons or 
such, Private Leever?’ he asks him 
real sarcastic-like.” 

“Pigeons?” asked Mis 
surprised. 

Frank lifted his leg heavily with 
his hands to get a moment’s respite 
from the agonizing pain of the 
mending hip. “You see, that was 
another story. On a—uh—previous 
place where we’d waited for the 
war, it was sandy and hilly at once. 
No water except what we brought 
in. There was a nest of half-grown 
birds and the mother musta got 
nicked off by a sniper and maybe 
the poppa bird, too. Anyhow, 


Carlyr 


these young birds kept a shrilling 
and yeeping and Larry climbed up 
the shaky little tree that bent almost 
double with his weight and fetched 


‘em down. There wasn’t too much 
water. In fact, we were strictly 
rationed but Larry divided his up 
with those birds. We sure razzed 
him good an’ plenty. What did 
they do when we wasn’t standing 
by, we asks him! But he just 
laughed like he was always smirk- 
ing with that curly-up mouth of his 
and he says he wasn’t thirsty any- 
how. He had his salt tablets. But 
all th’ time we perches in that spot, 
Larry divides his water with the 
birds and even when they decide¢ 
to take foot baths and such in the 
water he just laughed and says, ‘s0, 
what!’ So on this day of the big 
mission the Sarge is plenty ugly 
when the fair-haired boy come 
runnin’—late like always!” 

The silence grew over-long ani 
finally the journalist cleared het 
throat suggestively. 

“Oh, yeah. As I was saying.’ 
Frank began again, his blue eye 
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in honor of 
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Seminarians of 
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begin a Novena each Wed- 


nesday in 
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honor of 
Holy Ghost. 


Send your Petitions to 


REVEREND RECTOR, S. A. 
Seminary of the Holy Ghost 


Brookland, D. C. 











what we have.” 
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CATHOLIC WILLS 


The instinct is strong to “keep 
Yet when death 
lls us we must go to the grave 
lutching in our dead hands only 


that which we have given away.” 


If 


you feel you cannot share your 


earthly possessions now with God, 
perhaps you will be mindful of 
Him and His Missions when draw- 


ing up your last will. 


You can be 


sure that what you leave to carry 
on Catholic Mission work will 
merit a blessing on your soul, and 
cause your name to be held in 


be: 


nediction long after you are 


dead. 


Here’s how you can do it: insert 


this clause in your will: 


Nothing-Be-Lost, 


“I bequeath to the Union-That- 
Inc., of Gray- 


moor, Garrison, N. Y., the sum 


of 


” 
. 
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bent towards the floor, “the mission 
was one howling success. It was 
on the way back we run into the 
mine. Everybody in the water... 
Sarge never coming up at all even 
for one little minute . . . my clothes 
were gone when I came up and 
there was this pain in the hip—I 
thought I’d been blown to pieces. 
Even Larry had kinda lost his 
laugh when he came to the top. He 
shot right up as if a volcano had 
shot him and he landed flat on his 
back with a terrible wallop. But 
he started right in, arranging every- 
thing. Like always. He looks 
around for Sarge and then he begins 
to tell us to close in, close in. No- 
body had thought of it. It had to be 
done to keep the sharks away. 
Gallons of oil floated about and 
some of the fellows had swallowed 
quite a lot. They certainly was 
sick. So we kinda gathers to- 
gether and he looks us all over 
critical-like. Ten of us all told. 
That was all that was left out of 
—uh—the total crew we carried 
which was some larger. We learn 
not to be too definite in the service. 
An assorted lot of us, it was. But 
Larry keeps telling us to reach for 
that plank and catch hold of this 
one and kept razzing us ’n asking 
why hadn’t we brought hammer ’n 
nails so’s we could hammer up a 
respectable raft? But we fastened 
it together here ’n there and pretty 
soon we managed to climb onto it. 
A few boards kinda tied together, 
it wasn’t fit to hold four but ten of 
us crowded on and managed to 
relax like Larry said.” 

“It was daylight?” she asked 
him. 

“You've said it! The sun scorched 
the hide right offa us, practically. 
Blistered inside of a few hours. 
Nobody had a sextant or a map or 
a thing of any use on him. One 
guy had his girl’s picture and an- 
other had his wrist watch yet, but 
it was shocked and wouldn't tell 
the time. It doesn’t take long to 
tell the rest. Days went into nights 
and we got to arguing which was 
worse. By days we burned and 
blistered and went sun-blind. By 
night we chilled and froze and 
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heard the sharks slithering nearer 
and nearer. You have to see it to 
appreciate it, Miss. We had all got 
along okay for... many, many 
months. But out there it was dif- 
ferent. Scared, maybe. Whatever, 
we snarled and fought and wrangled 
every hour of th’ day. Nobody 
could say yes without somebody 
else bustin’ out no. Then the day 
came when we’d taken all we could 
take. Six of the fellows was for 
jumping off into the water. It 
wouldn’t take too long to drown, 
they said. No swimming because 
what would we be swimming for? 
Nothing to swim to except the raft 
and we were already on that. Just— 
let go. And then where we wasn’t 
looking came a little flutter-flutter— 
I bet I sound to you like a kinder- 
garten teacher—talkin’ about the 
little birdies...” 

“Go ahead,” she said tersely. 

“Well, there they were—a couple 
of robins winging ‘round and ‘round 
just above us. Land was near, 
Larry said. It was Saint Francis 
of the birds telling us to hang on. 
Some of the fellows said they were 
sea-birds but Larry laughs at that. 
Robins aren’t sea gulls he tells us. 
Education is quite a lotta good at 
times. But we shade our eyes and 
peer this-a way and that-a way and 
what do we see? Just water and 
more water and waves that are 
sickening. But after an hour of it, 
the guys kept saying, ‘Come on, 
what are we waiting for? There is 
no help coming!’ And they made 
like they was going to shove off 
into the water. Larry kept coax- 
ing them but when things got seri- 
ous, he pulls back a fist sudden and 
knocks Rafferty cuckoo. ‘Anyone 
else wants the same,’ he says invit- 
ing-like, ‘just stand up, please. It 
makes it kinda hard on me, stoop- 
ing over to land a jerker.’ Well, 
everyone was that dumfounded, 
you'd scarcely believe. Larry was 
always easy-goin’ and pleasant. 
Tough in the fight but nice with the 
Marines. ‘Y’see, Fellows, it’s Saint 
Francis of the birds, a message. 
Get that straight! We've hung out 
this long and either it’s land close 
by that we’ll drift onto or help is 
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coming.’ He stood there weaving 
back and forth like he was drunk 
and Larry never took a drop. Not 
like lotsa Marines on that point. 
He was weak and sick but he meant 
all he said and we knew it. Funny, 
a guy’s willing to die but he hates 
to take it socko on the chin and 
Rafferty was layin’ there so silly 
and sprawled like he was goin’ t’ 
drop off into the water. Only Larry 
kinda kicks him on again with his 
foot. Well, late like always!” he 
stopped to say in greeting. 

The lady journalist turned to see 
a tall, broad-shouldered blond 
Marine in the doorway. He was 
smiling and pushing back his hair. 

“I’m sorry! I went down to get 

a hair-cut and what with barbers 
gone and all—it took a little over- 
long. And there is really not a 
thing to take up your time, Miss 
Carlisle. There’s no story about us. 
Except that they were a fine, brave 
lot of Marines, hanging on so they 
could get right back in combat.” 

“You’re Larry Leever?” she 
asked, dazed. “But he said—he 
called you the ‘late’ Larry Leever.” 

Larry nodded pleasantly. “Sure. 
I’m always late. But I always get 
there. You can ask him if I don’t! 
Sorry, there’s no story, Miss Car- 
lisle. Say, you are a relative of the 
great Carlisle, the writer?” 

She shook her head smilingly. 

“See? I told you how interested 
he always was in everyone?” cut in 
Frank. “That’s Larry—late but he 
always gets there. You've said it!” 

Now the Marines were drifting 
back into the huge room and the 
photographers were setting up the 
tripods. 

“Push over to the windows, fel- 
lows ... ” Larry said pleasantly. 
“Frank’s hip is still pretty edgey 
and he ought to be in the center of 
your group. Be seeing you,” he 
murmured. “I wouldn’t want to 
break one of your plates—I take an 
awful picture,” he rebelled when 
they all took him forcibly and 
boosted him towards Frank’s chair. 

But Miss Carlisle was seeing’ a 
great story in print. About a 
modern hero and Saint Francis of 
Assisi. 
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Regquiescant in Pare 


ed 


We commend to the prayers of our Readers the souls of the faithful 
departed and particularly the deceased Subscribers and their near Rela- 
tives whose deaths have been reported to us during the last month. For 
them collectively a Set of Thirty Masses will be said. 


Most Rev. J. H. Peschges, D. D., George Pascale, Anna Flyan, John F. 
Rev. Edward O'Mahoney, Rev Father Kirwin, Frank Ruqborsky, Rose L. 
Cherry, Rev. Edward Leen, C. S. Sp. Vuolo, John J. Burbage, Mary Sheri 
Rey. T. A. Borr, Brother Kevin Alexi:, dan, Sarah Mullally, James Mullally, 
Sister Agnes Francis. Alice Egan, Joseph Tallon, Mr. J. 

Flynn, Patrick O’Donnell, Alfred O. 

Lieut. Henry Joseph Kennedy, Lieut. Jepsen, John B. O'Reilly, Edward 
Richard W. Davis, Capt. Charles F. Harris, Alice M. Jepsen, Frederick Be 
Dolan, Cpl. Thelma Passant, Lieut. Nugent, Isidore Hickey, John Gillen, 
Thomas Kiely, John O’Reily, Martin J Mrs. William Baxter, John J. Polinsky, 
Lavin, Marie Ruzborsky, Mrs. E. Mrs. Emma Gladnick, Mrs. Mary Law- 
O’Brien de la Vergne, Bernie Mueller, less, Mary Condon, Mrs. O’Brien, Mrs 
Shaun O'Connor, Rose P. Kieffer, John Halloran, Margaret Flaherty, Catherine 
Rice, Helen M. Cullen, Louisa B. E. Ford, Elizabeth O’Leary, Sarah E 
Fields, Rose McNally, Edward Bruce, Sobst, Mrs. Lyle Ross, Juliana Monroe 
Margaret Whelan, Pauline Sullivan, Murphy, Mrs. Nightingale, Olive Mar 
Harry F. O’Mealia, Thomas K. Grosch, garet Lyford. 








The Graymoor Hostel 


for Ladies 


Now, more than ever, you need a change, a rest, a vacation, 
from the stress of work in order to keep fit. One cannot go about 
by car as usual. You gladly sacrifice that, for Victory. You can 
board a train and come to Graymoor. At the Peekskill station the 
taxi will meet you and bring you to Our Lady’s Hostel where 
everything that is most conducive to health and refreshment of 
body and soul awaits you. You will return to your home, your 
office, your duties, whatever they be, greatly benefitted in every 
way. We ask you not to phone for reservations but to write a 
week ahead, if possible, so that arrangements can be made in due 
time. 


For reservations, address: 
SISTER FRANCIS, S. A. 


Our Lady’s Hostel 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. . 
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“6 O think that they will never 
"T “come out again,” I whis- 
pered in awe. “They are 

so young, too.” 

It was the kind of statement one 
would make about them if they 
were going to the scaffold. 

“Yes, isn’t it dreadful ?” 

I looked around quickly. But the 
monk was merely laughing at me. 

“No more dances, cocktails or 
cigarettes for them,” he continued. 

There was a muffled clatter. I 
drew back hastily. 

“Tt’s all right,” said the monk. 
“They can’t see you.” 

The chanting and prayers had 
ended. The priests in white and the 
brothers in brown habits, hoods 
thrown back from their bowed 
heads, filed out into the dimly-lit 
corridors. At the tail-end of the 
procession of some 150 Trappist 
monks were the postulants in black. 
It was their first week at the monas- 
tery and their heads were not 
bowed. Their gaze was wandering 
about the white chapel as though 
trying to accustom themselves to 
their new surroundings. 

here are no holidays for these 
monks. They stay at the monas- 
tery day in and day out, year after 
year until they die. 

“How many years have you been 
here?” I asked the Guest Master, 
the monk beside me. 

“Twenty-five!” It was a jocular 
remark. 

“Don’t you ever want to run: 
away, even down to the village 
below, and see the everyday world 
again?” 

“Why should I when I can see 
Heaven here?” he answered gently. 


a * * * 


Women are not permitted to enter 
the Enclosure of the Mt. Melleray 


Juside a Trappist Menatlery 


By Beula Hay 


oJ 





Editor’s Note: 

Many absurd ideas are current, 
even among Catholics, regarding 
the mode of life and severe au- 
sterities (Trappist) 
Monasteries. The author of this 
sketch, Miss Hay, a non-Catholic, 
was commissioned by a London 
daily paper 
tional” news story on life at the 
Mount Melleray, 
Ireland. Her story, as given here, 
was rejected in London and later 
published in the New Zealand 
Tablet to which we are indebted 
for the opportunity to pass it on 


in Cistercian 


to write a “sensa- 


Monastery at 


to our readers. 











Monastery. They are, however, 
given hospitality at the Guest 
Houses and are free to wander 
about the lovely monastery garden, 
high up in the mountains of Ireland. 

I told the Guest Master that I 
had read about these monks dig- 
ging their own graves. Could I go 
into the Enclosure for just a few 
minutes ? 

No! Men could but definitely 
not women. 

It was, he said, entirely untrue 
that the monks dig their own graves. 
They were too busy to waste time 
doing such a stupid thing. 

“Sure and what with those fiction 
writers using up their imaginations, 
they have given us a queer reputa- 
tion!” His Irish humor prompted 
him to add, “And what do you think 
the weeds and: winter rains would 
be doing to the open graves all the 
years before we would be ready 
to lie in them?” 


He informed me that the monks 
are not placed in coffins, the only 
covering being their habits, the 
hoods drawn over their heads. A 


-restricted life. 





good idea, I thought. 
so grotesque. 

There is also a popular belief 
among certain people that these 
Trappists must either be mad or 
have been jilted to give up worldly 
pleasures and take vows of life-long 
silence. After seeing these strong, 
healthy men, one of whom was 
better to look at than any Holly- 
wood film idol, I decided that noth- 
ing could be further from the truth. 

If a man was foolish enough to 
enter a Trappist monastery just be- 
cause he had been jilted he would 
find, long before taking his final 
vows, that it would be something 
infinitely greater than a woman’s 
caprice to keep him there for the 
rest of his life. 


Coffins are 


For life in a monastery is devoid 
of sensation—excitements and 
pleasures desired by most people. 
No one, unless having reached to 
such a degree of spirituality as 
these monks, could stand up to this 
Sex is replaced by 
a passionate adoration of their God. 

There is no such thing as a vow 
of lifelong absolute silence in this 
monastery, but it is true that the 
monks do not speak among them- 
selves, except under special circum- 
stances and they do not talk to 
casual visitors at the monastery. It 
is an unwritten rule that strangers 
shall not speak or stare at the 
monks out of curiosity. 

However, I was introduced to 
several and found that they still 
knew how to use their tongues. 
One, a fine looking young priest in 
white, laughingly commented on a 
Viennese novelty which I was wear- 
ing in my buttonhole. 

I looked at him in amazement 
and said, “But I thought you were 
not allowed to speak to anyone?” 
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To which he replied with much 
amazement, “Now did you really?” 

These monks have learnt the 
power of silence: of going about 
their daily work in contemplation, 
undisturbed by needless talk. 

The Trappist monks are free to 
have their visitors, if they want 
them. Close relatives and friends 
talk with them in the Guest House 
sitting rooms. 

One frail little Irish mother whom 
I met, accompanied by her two 
pretty daughters, eighteen and fif- 
teen years old, told me that she had 
come up on her annual visit to see 
her two sons. One had been in the 
monastery for nine years, the other 
for two. 

I asked her if it did not make 
her sad to have them closed up 
away from her all their lives. She 
looked at me reproachfully and 
said, “Why, no! And what with 
the world being as it is today, I’d 
be thankful if my girleens would 
enter a convent.” 


* * * * 


It is a mistake to believe that the 
life of a Trappist monk is easy. 
Attending to the needs of forty to 
fifty thousand visitors every year is 
strenuous work. 

Two wedding breakfasts were 
prepared at the Guest House while 
I was there. The first wedding took 
place in the chapel just after sun- 
rise, at 5:30 a.m. I thought it was 
a lovely time and place for a wed- 
ding. Everything was so fresh and 
pure and joyous looking. 

The extensive monastery farm is 
run by the monks who attend to the 
cooking of meals, baking bread, 
washing, ironing, mending and all 
the other duties. 

The monks rise at 2:30 a. m. for 
Matins, after which their daily 
work and devotions are carried out 
until 8 p. m. when they retire. This 
leaves them only six and a half 
hours for sleep. 

They sleep in their hahits in 
small, bare cells, each with a straw 
mattress and a rough blanket for 
covering. For further bodily morti- 
fication they live on a strict diet of 


Cy 
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The approach to the Trappist Monastery at Mount Melleray. 


bread, butter, vegetables and fruit, 
cereals, milk and water. Meat and 
eggs are taboo. They do not have 
anything that they can possibly do 
without. With their lives devoid 
of all the average person’s luxuries, 
they are 100 per cent fit. Many 
days of the year are set aside for 
fasting. 
* * * * 

The visitors’ meals are served at 
the Main Guest House, adjoining 
the Enclosure. Half a mile down 
the road is the guest house for 
women. It is plain but comfortable. 
The walls throughout are of white 
plaster. In each bedroom is a 
wash-basin with cold water laid on. 

The halls are filled with the heavy 
perfume of lilies and other flowers 
arranged by a charming gentle- 
woman who is there to welcome 
visitors. 

Two shillings a night is the small 
charge made for those who can 
afford to pay. Visitors are asked 
to be in their rooms by 9 p. m. and 
to observe quietness after that 
hour. 

A car calls at the house every 
morning at ten to eight for those 
who wish to attend Mass. 


Breakfast is served at 8:30 in the 
Main Guest House, a few yards 
from the chapel. Lunch is at 2 
p.m. Supper at6 p.m. (Summer 
time is not observed at the monas- 
tery and one has to allow for this 
when leaving to catch trains in the 
sleepy, flower-smothered station at 
the bottom of the hills.) 

The long tables in each room seat 
thirty guests. The diet is plain but 
wholesome. It seldom varies but 
the helpings are generous to a 
degree. Bread, butter, eggs and 
tea for breakfast. Roast mutton, 
baked ham, two vegetables, stewed 
fruit (sometimes with cream) and 
water or milk for lunch. Bread, 
butter and tea for supper. 

The tables are always laid. Those 
who can afford to pay for the meals 
are expected to do so. Something 
can either be given to the Guest 
Master or placed in a box in the 
hall. It takes money to keep 4 
place like this going. 

Rich or poor, no one, whatever 
his or her creed, is refused hos- 
pitality. The result is that every 
week-end the monastery is invaded 
by trippers. Two thousand called 
one Sunday while I was there. It 
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makes no difference to the gener- 
osity of the monks if some come 
just for a free meal and leave with- 
out giving anything in return. 

It gave me something to think 
about when I saw the Guest Master 
serving at the tables, a white apron 
over his flowing habit. I felt deeply 
moved at this tremendous lesson in 
humility, and somehow I felt an 
almost sickening shame at having 
such a wonderfully fine intellectual 
man attending to my _ material 
needs. 

No matter how rushed he was he 
had a kind word for everyone and 
when he had finished helping to 
wash and dry up the stacks of 
dishes in the kitchen behind the 
scenes, he would emerge again, 
rolling up his apron, and come to 


talks with me about the sun, the 
moon, the stars and our little world 
and his perspective of God. 

I have always heard non-Catho- 
lics say that if you got into the 
clutches of Papists they would ram 
their religion down your throat. 
This was certainly not the case at 
the monastery. They did not dis- 
cuss the subject unless I ap- 
proached it of my own accord. 
Even then they did not try to con- 
vert me and I only attended the 
chapel twice, out of mere curiosity, 
to see the monks and then the 
wedding. 

It was the most peaceful of all 
holidays. I was free to come and 
go as I pleased, to wander through 
the boggy valleys and over the 
green mountains sprinkled with mil- 


could tramp along the road to Tip- 
perary, or just sit in the beautiful 
monastery garden, alone with my 
thoughts. 

Then I would return at sunset, 
listening to the sleepy twittering of 
many birds, the dull croak of bull- 
frogs and other sounds of approach- 
ing night in Ireland, Beauty’s 
Home. 

As I walked along the avenue of 
leafy trees I could hear the low 
chanting of the monks at Compline. 
And out of the gathering darkness 
I would come, into the doorway 
flooded with light, to find the Guest 
Master waiting with his welcom- 
ing hand and smile as he waits, day 
in and day out, night after night, 
year after year, for all who come 
to this sanctuary. 
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Letters from 


THE TYBURN NUNS 


Epitor’s Note: Jn our September issue we pub- 
lished a brief announcement of the destruction of 
Tyburn Convent in London. We are now in receipt of 
a letter from our friend, Dame Gertrude of the Bene- 
dictines of Stanbrook Abbey, with whom the Mother 
Prioress of Tyburn Convent and some of her Com- 
munity are temporarily staying. Dame Gertrude en- 
closes a letter from the Prioress of the Tyburn Nuns 
which will be self-explanatory and no doubt of great 
interest to our readers. We quote: 

Editor, THE Lamp: 

I have been sheltering at Stanbrook with one-third 
of my Community ever since last summer at the very 
hospitable instance of dear Lady Abbess. One-third 
or more of the Community are at our Novitiate House 
in the country, which is quite full-up, and a few Sis- 
ters are in London. The old stables at Tyburn which 
we lease were not damaged beyond repair and have 
been mended sufficiently to take seven Sisters. They 


have a tiny Chapel and the Mass has been again cele- 


brated daily on the soil of the Martyrs since the 25th 
of October. The main building at Hyde Park Place is 
a complete wreck and is being demolished, but we have 
managed to secure a lease of No. 9, three houses 
away. This also was badly damaged and needs a 
lot of repairing, but we hope to return shortly and 
carry on until we can rebuild. 

Would you allow me to point out that the Convent 
is dedicated to the English Martyrs, not to Our Lady 
of the Rosary—the latter is the title of the Parish 
Church in which we are situated. No one knows the 
exact site of the Gallows. It was known to have been 
moved about on Tyburn field, and this is supposed to 
have run somewhere between the present Marble Arch 
and the block of flats, Hyde Park Mansions, so Tyburn 
Convent is we think on the site itself. We certainly 
make the Church Unity Octave, but I don’t think w= 
have ever “propagated” the devotion. We are dedi- 
cated to the conversion of England, which of course 
comes to the same thing. 

The Convent, after five years of war, during whicn 
we had many really miraculous escapes (we were four 
hours on fire and once flooded when an adjoining 
house was hosed by the firemen) was completely 
wrecked on the third day of the flying-bomb attacks 
last June. Three Sisters were seriously injured and one 
has lost most of the sight of an eye, but by the mercy 
of God no one was killed. Most of the Community 
received cuts and bruises, but were none the worse 
for their experience, the three bad casualties are re- 
covering well. I should be very grateful if you could 
see your way, dear Father, to mentioning these details 


Our Readers 


in some future issue of your magazine, as all sorts of 
reports have gone forth over the world about us, many 
of them in some measure incorrect. If you could at 
the same time see your way to mentioning the fact 
that the Convent will be rebuilt at the earliest possible 
moment that permission can be obtained from the civil 
authorities after the cessation of hostilities with Ger- 
many, it would render us great service. I should 
like it to be known too, that His Grace, the Archbishop 
of Westminster has fully sanctioned the building of a 
Votive Shrine at the same time in honor of the English 
Martyrs who died on that spot for the Faith. 

And now, dear Reverend Father, I beg your prayers 
for many intentions, and the solution of many problems 
in connection with the Community induced by the de- 
struction of the Convent, and your blessing for us all. 

SISTER MARY OF CALVARY, O.S.B. 
(Prioress of Tyburn). 


“THE HONOR OF POLAND” 


Editor, THE LAMP: 

Your eloquent article, “The Honor of Poland” in the 
current issue is highly informative, truthful and written 
with a deep understanding of the Poles’ unhappy lot. 
It is to be hoped that through it thousands of Catholics 
in America will be brought a bit closer to the plight 
of these people. 

Poland must not be left to her fate by the exigencies 
of the moment among Allies. If honor among nations 
is to be stained, let us do our part as Catholics not to 
permit a blemish on the escutcheon of America. Let 
us not wistfully hope that Poland will go through this 
great trial a suffering but silent victim of friends who 
were willing to sacrifice her because she first dared the 
forces of modern barbarism. 

Since Poland is the test of the validity of the 
Atlantic Charter and honor among nations let it be a 
powerful test. Let it be a test in which every Ameri- 
can Catholic cannot refrain from feeling a personal 
interest. We Catholics can play a part in champion- 
ing the noble cause of Poland’s freedom by pleading 
for her people in the press, from the pulpit and every- 
where possible to keep America and the United 
Nations conscious of their sacred obligation to this 
first and most faithful ally. THe Lamp, dear Father, 
is doing its part well in this respect. I wish to thank 
you for this and other articles on Poland in behalf of 
six million Americans of Polish descent, united in the 
Polish American Congress. 

Respectfully yours, 
CHARLES ROZMAREK 


Chicago, Nov. 17, 1944. President 





